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Mary Keane and James Gleeson 

Mary Keane was the second child and only daughter of Michel Keane and Mary Guthrie. She 

was born in Ruan, County Clare in about 1836. Mary migrated to Victoria with her brothers in 

mid 1857. On 14 April 1858, Mary married James Gleeson at St Francis Church Melbourne.  

James was the son of Patrick Gleeson and Anne Roberts from County Limerick, the county to 

the south of County Clare in Ireland. 

 

Marriage Certificate Mary Keane & James Gleeson 14 April 1858 Left Hand Side 

 

Marriage Certificate Mary Keane & James Gleeson 14 April 1858 Right Hand Side 

James was 28 and Mary 22 and his occupation was shown as a Farmer but we are unaware of 

where his land might have been. This may have been in Ireland or before his marriage because 

all of their children were born in Melbourne in suburbs close to the city. His Death Certificate 

later showed he was a Gardener. 

Mary and James’ children were: 

1. Mary Agnes. Born 1859 at Prahran. Married in 1887 to John Bowlen. Mary died in 1936 

at Northcote, Vic. 

 

We have identified the following five Bowlen children: 
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 Eileen Mary born 1888 at Collingwood. Married Walt Hillier in 1914. 

 Anne Bridget born 1891 at Port Melbourne. Died 1898 at Port Melbourne. 

 Edward James born 1893 at Melbourne. 

 Margaret Lilian born 1896 Prahran. Married William Joseph West in 1916. 

We have identified only one child Edna May born in1920 at Carlton North. 

Margaret died in 1975 in Melbourne.  

 John Patrick born 1899 in Prahran. 

 

2. Joseph Born 1860 at Prahran. Died 1860. Buried 21 December 1860 at St Kilda 

Cemetery. 

 

3. James. Born 1861 at Prahran. Died 1932 at Northcote, Victoria. 

 

4. Daniel Edward. Born 1863 at Prahran. Died 1902 at Prahran. Buried 16 June 1902 at 

St. Kilda Cemetery. 

 

5. Thomas. Born 1866 at Prahran. Died 1866. Buried 27 December 1866 at St Kilda 

Cemetery. 

 

6. Ann Elizabeth. Born 1868 at Prahran. Married Edward Timothy Bowlen 1885 in 1923 

at East Melbourne.  

 

We have identified the following ten Bowlen children: 

 Edward Alphonsus. Born 1886 Melbourne. Died 1959 at Melbourne. 

 Mary Gertrude. Born 1888 at Prahran. Died 1891 at South Yarra. 

 James. Born 1890 at Prahran. Died 1890. 

 Elsie May. Born 1892 at Prahran. Died 1912. 

 Hilda Annie. Born 1896 at Prahran. Died 1898 at Port Melbourne. 

 John Francis. Born 1899 at Prahran.  Died 1935 at Macleod, Victoria. 

 Joseph Rupert. Born 1900 at Prahran. Died 1901 at Prahran. 

 Elizabeth Kathleen. Born 1902. Died 1965 at Surrey Hills. Elizabeth never 

married. 

 Anastasia Helen. Born 1904 at Prahran. 

 Irene Grace. Born 1906 Prahran. Died 1923 at St Kilda. 

 

7. Margaret Ellen. Born 1871 at Prahran. 

 

8. Patrick Thomas. Born 1873 at Prahran. Died 1935 at Heidelberg, Victoria. 

 

9. John Vincent. Born 1876 at Prahran. Died 1906 at Port Melbourne, Victoria. 

 

As indicated earlier Mary Gleeson’s mother (Mary Keane) died at the Gleeson home at 22 Izett 

St Prahran. Her arrival in 1868 would have been timely in assisting her daughter with her many 
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young children. However, she died in 1879 when there were still young children for Mary to 

raise. 

 

James Gleeson died relatively young at the age of about 54 years. He died in early 1889 at 

Prahran and was buried in the Keane family grave at St Kilda Cemetery on 22 January. 

 

                   
 

                                              James Gleeson Death Certificate Left hand side 

 

                     

                 
                                             James Gleeson Death Certificate Right hand side 

 

 

James’  wife Mary also did not have a long life. She died in 30 December 1905 of Bronchial 

Pneumonia and heart failure at Prahran. She was buried on 1 January 1906 at St Kilda 

Cemetery. She was about 70 years old. 
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Death Certificate Mary (Keane) Gleeson Left hand Side 

 
                   

             Death Certificate Mary (Keane) Gleeson Right Hand Side 

 


