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HUGH GEORGE GILMER       Initial Upload 2 May 2012 

Hugh was the eldest son of William and Mary Anne Gilmer. He was born at Mullaghnee on 22 

April 1887 and he was baptized at the Church of Ireland Broomfield on 29 April 1887. 

Hugh’s father died in February1891 before Hugh was four years old and we believe that his 

mother and the family returned to Mulladuff to her parents. Hugh’s mother and both of his  

grandparents were school teachers and the National School was on their property. Hugh would 

have received a good education. 

Hugh was not present with his family at the 1901 Census and by this time he was fourteen. He 

had left home and gone to Limerick where he had a five year apprenticeship with a drapery 

business owned by John McBirney. Mc Birneys were neighbours of the Lockharts with farms in 

Mulladuff townland with James McBirney having land adjoining Samuel Lockhart’s and another 

11 acres on the opposite side of the road. Samuel and David McBirney also had land there. It 

appears that John McBirney in Limerick was their relative. 

While at Limerick, Hugh enrolled in an evening class at the Municipal Technical Science and 

Arts School where he studied wood carving. He exhibited his work and had some success 

winning a Second Prize. 

    

          Second Prize 1/10/- 

Hugh worked at Limerick for eight years and while still about 22 years old decided to go to New 

Zealand. He would have been attracted by the fact that he already had relatives there and was 

aware of their success. 

Hugh sailed on the SS Otranto which left for Australia on 1 October 1909. This ship had been 

launched in 27 March 1909 and delivered to its owners on 30 June. It was planned for the 

London New Zealand route and Hugh was aboard the ship’s maiden voyage which left London 

on 1 October 1909. The Otranto like many other ships soon saw service during World War 1 
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and on 6 October 1918 collided with the HMS Kashmir and soon after hit rocks and sunk losing 

431 lives including 351 troops.1 

 By 13 November 1909 the Otranto had reached Sydney with its 1120 passengers of whom 

Hugh was one of the 400 third class travelers.   It was only another week or so before Hugh was 

in New Zealand. 

 

            SS Otranto 1909 

Hugh had developed a good relationship with John Mc Birney who provided him with an 

excellent reference (see below). John also continued to correspond with him keeping him 

informed of things in Ireland. The usual letter was about the other members of staff and their 

progress both at work and in their personal lives. We have another letter in which Hugh is 

advised that an “old sweetheart” Ada Ralston was getting married.2 

      
           Hugh 

                                                           
1
 Wikipedia.org 

2
 McBirney Letter of 8 February 1911 
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                    Reference provided by John McBirney 3 August 1909 

Hugh initially lived at the Royal Oak Hotel with Sam Gilmer and his family and the 1911 letter 

from John McBirney was addressed there. The 1913 Post Office Directory showed he was 

located at 244 Cuba Street (corner of Abel Smith St). Given publishing delays this means he 

was there in 1912. 

On 8 January 1913 Hugh married Ella Daisy Fisher Bell the daughter of George Thomas Bell 

and Lucinda Baker Fisher. The Bells lived at “Clovelly” Walton Road, Hataitai. The newspaper 

carried a notice of the wedding and a detailed report of the occasion. 

 



4 
 

         

         Evening Post 11 January 1913 

 

                    Hugh & Daisy’s Wedding 

The Bell Family  

Daisy’s father was George Thomas Bell born in 1855 who arrived with his family in Wellington 

in 1856 on the barque “Gleaner”. He married Lucinda Baker Fisher in Dunedin in 1878. 

Lucinda was born in 1856 at Exeter, Devon, England. We are fortunate that there have been 

several newspaper articles which have provided these and other details of their lives and 
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activities. The first of these was a report of their golden wedding anniversary in 1928. These will 

be reproduced but there are some small errors: 

    

    Evening Post 28 February 1928 

(It is more likely that George went back to Wellington in 1886. In 1866 he was about 11 years 

old.) 

Lucinda died not very long after their golden wedding anniversary on 25 December 1929 at the 

age of 73 years. The cause of death was acute bronchial pneumonia. Her obituary was 

published in the Evening Post: 
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 Evening Post 28 December 1929 

George died in 1936 at the age of 80 also at Wellington. His obituary was also published. 

   

        

                  Evening Post 22 February 1936 
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George and Lucinda had three children: 

Gertrude Louise born 1879. Never married. Died 1947. 

George William Sidney born 1881. Married Dorothy Oliver 1918. Died 1950 

Ella Daisy Fisher born 1888 at Wellington. Married Hugh George Gilmer 9 January 1913 at St 

Marks Church, Dufferin St Wellington. Died 1953 at Tauranga. 

    

 Daisy Bell 1907                                         Daisy Bell 1910 

 

Hugh and Daisy had three children: 

Hugh George born 30 May 1914, married Chica Dusk Gini, died 14 August 1985 at Hamilton 

New Zealand. 

Samuel William born 12 June 1916, married Mary Rylana Hawkins (born 1920 Sri Lanka) died 

2000 at Tauranga, New Zealand. 

Charmian Daisy born 9 December 1922, married Leonard Ardley, died 27 January 2009, 

Waikanae, New Zealand. 
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     Lucinda, Daisy & child          Hugh, Daisy & child 

        

Samuel, Charmian, Daisy & Hugh mid 1920’s 

As the above obituaries show, Lucinda worked very hard at a range of charitable causes. We 

have identified that Daisy also participated in some of these with her. 

                

Evening Post 22 May 1922           Evening Post 12 September 1923 
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    Sam Gilmer (centre) Hugh (right) early 1920’s  

Hugh obtained a job as the Manager of Adair Brothers Ltd drapery business in Gisborne. We do 

not have a precise date for the move to Gisborne but Hugh was shown as living at 4 Parau 

Road, Gisborne in the 1936 edition of Wises Post Office Directory. The following advertisement 

from May 1933 could very well indicate that the sale of the household and business furniture 

was part of the move. 

                   

   Evening Post 12 May 1933  
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Hugh & Daisy lived and worked at Gisborne until 1948. We have Identified Hugh took an active 

role in the Waiapu Church.   

   

1 September 1936           1 December 1945 

   Waiapu Church Gazette 

We are also aware that Daisy was one of the founders of a children’s home in Gisborne. 

In 1948 Hugh had turned sixty and he retired as the General Manager of Adairs. He bought a 

dairy farm at Tauranga with his sons Hugh and Sam. The farm was 302 acres. The property 

was called Mullaghnee and his grandson David still lives at the property today. 

Daisy died with cancer of the Uterus in 1953 at the age of 65. Hugh died at Tauranga on 9 

November 1974 at the age of 87 years. His two sons Hugh and Sam were the executors of his 

estate which had been made on 26 February 1974 and witnessed by a nurse in Ward 5 

Tauranga.  

He left all of his chrystal and fine china and the proceeds of all of his life assurance policies to 

his daughter Charmian. He also recorded that he had already given all of his wife’s rings and 

jewellery to Charmian in accordance with the wishes Daisy expressed during her last illness.  

The balance of his estate, less funeral Testamentary expenses and any other duties was left to 

Sam or to his children equally if he predeceased his father. The Will noted that his son did not  

receive any benefit from the Will “at his express request”. 

 


