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HAMILTON ANDREW HUGH GILMER 

Hamilton Andrew Hugh Gilmer was the eldest son and second child of Hamilton Gilmer and 

Elizabeth Hamilton. He was born 8 August 1874 at Greymouth. The family moved to Wellington 

in 1882 with the general shift of the Gilmer Brothers partnership into larger and better 

established hotels there. Hamilton would have been eight years old.  

Hamilton attended the Te Aro School in 1882 and was recorded as receiving a prize at the 

annual distribution of prizes.1 The following year he attended The Terrace School .and later was 

reported as having won a scholarship to the Wanganui Collegiate School. We have also 

identified that he won a prize for English for Form 111a in 1887. 

    

     Evening Post 6 January 1886           Wanganui Chronicle 21 December 1887 

As a young lad he was interested in cricket and played with the St Peter’s Church team.2 Later 

he attended Wellington College where he showed a lot of interest in both cricket and football 

(rugby). At cricket he would both bat and bowl and at Rugby he played as a forward. 

     

Evening Post 6 August 1891  Evening Post 23 November 1891 

                                                             
1 Evening Post 22 December 1882 
2
 Evening Post 27 November 1885 
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    Wellington College 1884 

Academically, Hamilton did not stand out as a high performer at school. However, he won a 

prize in Form IVB at Wellington College in 1889. 

       

                Evening Post 14 December 1889 

Strangely, we did not identify any references in the newspapers for 1890 in the usual activities 

Hamilton pursued such as cricket and football. He would have turned sixteen on 8 August and 

should have been in Form V at Wellington College. References were only obtained again from 

July 1891. It is possible this was caused by the way the newspaper was reporting on football 

events. Hamilton played football and cricket in late 1891 and 1892 for Wellington College in the 

Third Class championships and he participated as a member of the Club Committee.  
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           Evening Post 8 April 1892 

On 4 February 1892 it was reported that Hamilton had passed the New Zealand University 

Matriculation Examination3. However it is clear that he remained in Wellington for the rest of 

1892 attending Wellington College in Form 5. 

      

                  Evening Post 16 December 1892 

An interesting point to be made about the above article is that it indicates Hamilton was in Form 

5 in 1892 while he had been shown as being in Form 4 in 1889. The gap in newspaper reporting 

of his normal activities for 1890 and the first six months of 1891 tends to indicate that he may 

have been away from Wellington during this period perhaps travelling but we have found no 

evidence that he or his family were travelling at this time. Another alternative is that he may 

have been seriously ill during this period.  

In February 1893 it was reported that Hamilton had qualified for The Medical Preliminary4 at the 

New Zealand University Medical School, Dunedin. Throughout that year examination results 

were published and Hamilton had obtained good results in Physics, Practical physics, Zoology, 

Botany and Practical Biology. On 12 March 1894 he was reported as one of a number who had 

completed The Intermediate Medical Examination: 

 

Otago Daily Times 12 March 1894 

                                                             
3
 Otago Witness 4 February 1892 

4 Otago Daily Times 3 February 1893. 



4 
 

 

Throughout 1893 and 1894 Hamilton continued to pay football on a weekly basis. He played as 

a forward for the Otago University Seconds team. On 16 July 1894 he was selected as an 

emergency for the annual match between Otago University and Canterbury College in 

Christchurch. 

After the completion of his examinations Hamilton returned home and in February left 

Wellington for Edinburgh to further pursue his medical studies in Edinburgh. We believe this 

was the Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons. 

       

       Evening Post 28 February 1895 

It is of interest that the W.Herbert of Dunedin was later to marry Hamilton’s sister, Florence, in 

1906. His full name was William Edward Herbert and he returned to Wellington as a qualified 

physician. 
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                Evening Post 12 May 1899 

       

                       Evening Post 14 August 1899 

This report indicates that Hamilton’s final exams were completed by 7 July 1899 and on 10 July 

1899 he married to Helen Kilpatrick Davidson at St Giles Cathedral on the Royal Mile at 

Edinburgh. Helen was born in 1875 at Edinburgh. Her father was John Davidson. 
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St Giles Cathedral Edinburgh 2014 

After their marriage Hamilton got a job in England. Their first child Hamilton John Herbert was 

born at Birkenhead, Cheshire, on 21 April 1900. He was christened at St John’s Church, 

Egremont, Cheshire, on 16 May 1900. Birkenhead is on the south side of the River Mersey at 

Liverpool. 

The 1901 Census reveals that the family lived at 56 Seabank Road, Wallasey, in the same 

vicinity as where they were originally located. Only Helen and Hamilton John Herbert were at 

home and Helen was shown as 25 years old and the child 11 months.  

Hamilton’s census form was completed at the David Lewis Northern Hospital at Leeds Street, 

Liverpool on the northern side of the river. His role at the hospital was as the House Physician. 

There was also a House Surgeon, an Assistant House Surgeon, an Ambulance Surgeon and a 

medical student. The Medical staff had responsibility for 134 patients and they were assisted by 

forty three nurses. In addition, there were seventeen housemaids and domestic servants. The 

hospital had only recently opened in 1901. 

A second child named Hugh Scobie Hamilton was born in early (March Quarter) 1902 at 

Birkenhead, Cheshire. 

Hamilton did not stay long at the Northern Hospital and later in 1902 he returned to New 

Zealand with his family. They sailed for New Zealand on the ship Tongariro from Tilbury Docks 

in London. 
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The New Zealand troop contingent, which had been in London for the Coronation of King 

Edward VII, was also on the ship. There were about 150 troops in the contingent. As well, the 

Premier of New Zealand Richard Seddon who had also been at the Coronation was on board 

with his wife and daughter. Seddon joined the vessel at Plymouth. He had taken the train from 

Paddington and had given a speech there before joining the ship. 

                  

          The Times 8 September 1902 

Hamilton worked his passage carrying out the role of one of two ships’ surgeons: 

              

       Marlborough Express 7 October 1902 

The ship sailed via Teneriffe, Cape Town, Hobart and Auckland landing at Wellington on 25 

October 1902. 
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          Evening Post 23 October 1902       Wanganui Chronicle 25 October 1902 

In 1903 Hamilton advertised the address and hours of his practice:      

    

            Evening Post 11 April 1903 

During 1903 a third son, Huia Richard Hamilton was born and on 5 February 1904 the first of 

three daughters was also born. This child was named Helen Elizabeth. 

The newspapers recorded a number of events referring to cases attended by Dr Gilmer during 

1903 and later years. These reflected a broad range of events usually quite unpleasant and 

involving death that occurred at odd times of day and night which placed pressure on the doctor 

to attend without any regard for his circumstances. 
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Examples of these are: 

 22 September 19035. Suicide of Samuel Wilkes, an education Department Clerk, who 

cut his throat with a razor. Dr Gilmer was summoned but the man was dead. 

 2 November 19036. A Miss Boyd, aged 20 was found dead at 9 am. She had been 

attended by Dr Henry at breakfast but later was found to be in a critical state. Drs 

Mclean and Gilmer were called but to no avail. 

 4 November 1903. Leg severed in railway accident. 

 

Evening Post 4 November 1903 

 2 November 1904. Accident at Fort Balance. Royal NZ Artillery practice was terminated  

by a terrible and fatal accident. The breech block of one of the two twelve pound guns 

blew out injuring six men so severely that one died shortly afterwards. Of the other five 

some were in a dangerous condition. 

    
             Evening Post 2 November 1904 

Hamilton joined Wellington Bowling Club on 15 October 1904 and remained a member until 28 

May 1913 when the Club records show his shares were forfeited. We identified one newspaper 

reference to his bowling that mentioned his name but indicated that he had a substitute for the 

                                                             
5
Evening Post 22 September 1903 

6
 Evening Post 2 November 1903 
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match he was to play.7 Newspaper references often referred to a Gilmer but we believe most of 

these were to his brother Knox who was a member at the same time and who was very active in 

representing the Wellington Bowling Club in competitions. However, there was another event 

which indicated that Hamilton played at the club although not the capacity of representing the 

club.  

 

         Evening Post 8 October 1906 

Although Hamilton was very busy and inconvenienced very often, he also made other very 

useful contributions that were quite outside what one would expect from him. In particular, he 

had an interest in educating others in First Aid through the St John’s Ambulance Association. 

   

Evening Post 14 July 1906   Evening Post 17 July 1906 

While doing this additional work Hamilton was also attending to his normal calls at inconvenient 

hours and also attending Inquests.8 

                                                             
7 Evening Post  29 December 1905. 
8 Evening Post 18 & 26 July 1906 
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Hamilton was not paid for his St John’s Ambulance work although he did receive recognition 

from his students. However, he also set examinations and marked the completed papers of his 

students. 

  

Evening Post 21 August 1906        Evening Post 15 September 1906 

During 1907 events such as the following continued: 

 19 January 19079 an accident on a building site caused a severely fractured skull of a 

worker. Dr Gilmer attended and ordered the injured man to hospital. 

 25 February 190710. The inquest into the death of three workers building the Kilbirnie 

Tunnel indicated Dr Gilmer attended at the tunnel at 11 pm to find the workers had been 

killed by falling earth. He gave evidence at the inquest to this effect. 

 12 April 1907.11 At 8 am Hamilton attended to an 88 year old man who had died in a 

chair. He certified the man’s death. 

 5 October 190712. A man attempted suicide by cutting his thighs with a razor at a Turkish 

Baths. Dr Gilmer attended and the man was taken to hospital. 

On a more positive note, there were people who were clearly very grateful for Hamilton’s 

work and this was publicly expressed. For example: 

 

   Evening Post 4 October 1907 

                                                             
9
 Evening Post 10 January 1907 

10
 Evening Post 25 February 1907 

11 Evening Post 12 April 1907 
12 Evening Post 5 October 1907 
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As well as the forgoing typical events Hamilton was again involved with the St John’s 

Ambulance Association and in particular the setting and marking of exams.13 Also, his own 

family life continued develop with the addition of their fourth child and second daughter 

Dorothea May born on 25 March 1907. 

In 1908, there were a number of similar events including an attempted suicide, several 

cases  of assault and the drowning of a seaman in the harbor. Hamilton also was 

responsible for attending to the health of inmates in the woman’s prison.14  

Hamilton also continued his work with the St John’s Ambulance including a lecture on blood 

circulation and haemorrhaging. He was again involved with the Army in Garrison Artillery 

Division’s Easter manoeuvres. He had the role of Surgeon Captain, on the staff of the 

Lieutenant Colonel commanding the division. 

 

Evening Post 11 April 1908  

From June to October 1908 Hamilton and his wife advertised four times for help in the 

home. With one very young infant and four other children, up to the age of eight, Helen 

clearly needed assistance. This was difficult to obtain and on some occasions it seems the 

help was not up to the standard needed. However, in December Hamilton advertised for a 

place at the beach for the holidays. 

      

         Evening Post 9 December 1908      Evening Post 29 December 1908 

Throughout 1909 the newspapers recorded a number of events involving Hamilton’s attendance 

that were essentially routine to a doctor but significant for the patient. However, he still found 

time for related value adding activities. He continued with his examination work for the St John’s 

Ambulance Association15, and was appointed as a medical referee under the Worker’s 

Compensation and Accidents Act.16 He was also appointed as an Honorary Medical Examiner 

                                                             
13

 Evening Post 14 May 1907 
14

 Evening Post 4 September 1908 
15

 Evening Post 17 September 1909 
16

 Evening Post 3 September 1909 
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for the Boxing Association.17 He also was a Vice President of the Wellington Lawn Tennis 

Association and Vice President of the Wellington Tennis Club and the Rivals Cricket Club. He 

also represented the Wellington Bowling Club in competitions along with his brother Knox and 

his brother in law Dr William Herbert. He also represented Rona Bay in tennis. 

In 1910 Hamilton was appointed prisons surgeon for Wellington: 

    

                                                        Evening Post 22 April 1910 

This appointment was an especially challenging one. In those times, capital punishment was still 

in force and it was Hamilton’s role to oversight the execution of those prisoners who had been 

sentenced to death.  

Hamilton continued his role with the Wellington Boxing Association: 

  

               Evening Post 30 April 1910  

Hamilton and his wife led an active social life and were present at many of the major social 

events in Wellington. For example, in 1910 he attended a reception with the Governor and 

members of parliament18, an evening at the Wellesley Club19 at which he was vice President 

and also the Annual Mess Dinner of the Wellington Garrison’s Officer’s Club20. Hamilton was 

also active at Cricket and Bowls playing for the Rivals Cricket Club ( in the mid week 

competition on Wednesdays) and the Wellington Bowling Club. He also continued to give his 

services as an examiner for St John’s Ambulance Brigade Medical Exams21. 

In 1912 Hamilton changed his Wednesday cricket club from the Rivals to the Artillery Club. He 

was both a batsman and a bowler in their 1912 summer games. In 1913 Hamilton was 

appointed as an Obstetrician on the honorary medical staff at the Wellington Hospital.22 He 

                                                             
17

 Evening Post 6 April 1909 
18

 Evening Post 29 June 1910 
19

 Evening Post 8 July 1910 
20

 Evening Post 29 November 1910 
21 Evening Post 27 September 1911 
22

 Evening Post 19 March 1913 
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continued to conduct annual exams the St John’s Ambulance Brigade. He continued playing 

cricket for the Artillery Club and he participated as a member of the committee of the Wellington 

College Old Boys Association. He played a very good game in the Wellesley Club annual match 

between the Married and Single teams. He took five wickets for 38 runs for the Married Team 

setting it up for a resounding win.23 

With the outbreak of World War 1 in 1914, Hamilton did not join up. He saw that a large number 

of qualified medical personnel were going overseas. He believed this would cause a shortage of 

medical resources at home and he thought he should stay at home to care for the numbers 

remaining. As it happened, Hamilton was certainly busy throughout the period of the war. He 

continued to serve in the NZ Medical Corps and in 1916 was promoted from Captain to Major. 

                                      

                                                Evening Post 31 March 1916 

Hamilton was not alone in remaining behind and as shown below a number of doctors were 

available to conduct medical examinations of recruits to the services. 

                                     

                                                 Evening Post 8 August 1916   

                                                             
23

 Evening Post 19 March 1913. 



15 
 

 

In March 1916 Hamilton24 was mentioned as being a Steward of the Wellington Racing Club 

and it is obvious he was a regular race attendee. His wife was also mentioned as being at the 

races a few weeks later25 and we presume she attended regularly with him. On 30 September 

1916, the last of Hamilton’s six children was born. Some nine years after the birth of Dorothea 

May on 25 March 1907 and another daughter Patricia Hamilton was born. 

                                     

                                              Evening Post 30 September 1916 

FAMILY 

The following are details of the key events all of Hamilton’s children: 

 

 

In 1917 Hamilton expanded his portfolio of roles when he was appointed a Vice President of the 

Wellington Trotting Club. Later in 1919 he had some illness with Influenza in April26 followed by 

an operation reported on 15 April. There was no mention of the nature of the surgery but it was 

reported that he would not be well enough to resume work for some weeks.27  

Shortly following this Hamilton and his family faced the loss of his father, George Hamilton 

Gilmer who died on 25 June 1919.  The funeral on 27 June was very large and Hamilton and 

his three sons and his brother Knox were mentioned as the chief mourners28. There was no 

mention of his brother Samuel Henry who was in England awaiting demobilisation from the 

Imperial Army at the time.29Hamilton was a beneficiary of his father’s estate receiving 1,000 

Pounds a year. This was quite a substantial sum of money which in addition to the returns from 

his medical practice would have made him quite wealthy. 

In November 1919, Hamilton and his wife were reported as visiting the South Island. They were 

reported as staying at Warner’s in Christchurch30 and later on 13 November as travelling to 

Timaru31. They returned to Wellington on 26 November32. 

During 1920 there were numerous articles relating to Hamilton and by far the majority related to 

his involvement with sporting clubs, of a wide variety. He was mentioned as being a member of 

                                                             
24

 Evening Post 17 March 1916 
25 Evening Post 7 April 1916 
26 Evening Post 1 April 1919 
27 Evening Post 21 April 1919 
28

 Evening Post 27 June 1919 
29

  Evening Post 26 June 1919 
30

 Press 6 November 1919 
31

 Press 13 November 1919 
32

 Evening Post 27 November 1919  
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the Wellesley Club and a member of the cricket team.33 He was also mentioned as being a Vice 

President of the Wellington (Rugby) Club34 and also Vice President of the Rambler Hockey 

Club35. 

Hamilton displayed an interest in other sporting pursuits donating a trophy for boxing for the 

most scientific boxer and also being mentioned as donating 5 Guineas to the fund for the New 

Zealand team to attend the Olympic Games in Antwerp.36 

Hamilton was also mentioned as being a Pall Bearer at the funeral of Dr Kington Fyffe who 

played the organ and conducted the choir at St Peter’s Church for some twenty years.37 In his 

role as Prison Surgeon he also spoke at the retirement of the Governor of Wellington Prisons 

after 39 years of active service38. 

Towards the end of 1920 Hamilton broadened his interest in horse racing. As well as continuing 

to be a Steward of the Wellington Racing Club he also obtained a racehorse named 

“Backsheesh”. The horse finished third at its first start winning 70 Sovereigns in stake money.39 

In November 1920,40 Hamilton and wife took a trip to Sydney on the ship Manuka. The 

newspapers referred to this as a business trip but it was for two months and seemed to be more 

in the nature of a holiday. In Sydney they stayed at the Australia Hotel and they returned to New 

Zealand on the same ship, Manuka, on 18 January 1921. 

 During 1921 Hamilton had a number of newspaper references, the majority relating to his 

sporting interests. Throughout the year he maintained his position as a steward of Wellington 

Racing Club being re-elected in September.41 Consistent with that interest his horse 

Backsheesh won a race and 350 Sovereigns in January.42 Later in November the horse also 

won again.43 He also had another horse named April Folly which was nominated for the Spring 

Race Meeting. This horse came second in a race the following January, winning 70 

Sovereigns44 

Hamilton was also involved in a meeting to form an Athletic Club in Wellington and was elected 

as the club’s inaugural President. His brother Samuel Henry was a Vice President.45 A major 

event in 1921 was the death of Hamilton’s brother Knox who died on 27 July. The funeral 

received large newspaper coverage with Hamilton and his brother Samuel reported as “a chief 

mourner” and his three sons as pall bearers. 

                                                             
33

 Evening Post 25 February 1920 
34

 Evening Post 20 March 1920 
35

 Evening Post 24 March 1920 
36

 Evening Post 20 May & 20 June 1920 
37 Evening Post 27 April 1920 
38

 Evening Post 2 July 1920 
39

 Evening Post 20 October 1920 
40

 Evening Post 18 November 1920 
41

 Evening Post 17 September 1921 
42

 Evening Post 22 January 1921  
43

 Evening Post 7 November 1921 
44

 Evening Post 25 January 1922 
45

 Evening Post 28 September 1921 
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Hamilton and his wife were also referred to at a number of social events such as a reception at 

Government House.46 He and Helen also attended this function the following year and were also 

mentioned as being among those at the Wellington47 Racing Club Ball. 

There was little reference to Hamilton’s medical activity but he was mentioned as attending at 

the death of a thirteen year old boy and also at an inquest48. 

In 1922, Hamilton’s son Hugh Scobie left New Zealand to attend university at Jesus College, 

Cambridge. On 19 October he was reported playing in a rugby football game at the University. 

In December he was reported playing tennis representing the New Zealand Lawn Tennis 

Association. In February 1923 he was reported as being a member of the Hei Tiki Club at 

Cambridge. 

In 1922 Hamilton was Vice President of a number of clubs. These included the Wellington 

Trotting Club49, the Kennel Club50 and also the Wellington Rugby Football Club. He attended the 

football club games and at one of these he was required to assist an injured player51. He also 

continued with his two racehorses having some moderate success. April Folly came second in a 

race at Trentham winning 70 Sovereigns52 and Backsheesh also finishing second winning 80 

Sovereigns53 

Hamilton continued to be involved in these clubs in 1923 but he was also involved in two 

significant events. Because he was the Wellington Prison Surgeon, he was involved in two 

hangings that occurred in 1923.These were the hanging of two prisoners John Tuhi and Daniel 

Cooper 

                                                             
46

 Evening Post 21 October 1921 
47

 Evening Post 14 July 1922 
48

 Evening Post 30 December 1922 
49

 Evening Post 18 October 1922 
50

 Evening Post 26 May 1922 
51

 Evening Post 15 May 1922 
52

 Evening Post 2 January 1922 
53

 Evening Post 12 July 1922 
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                                                 Evening Post 19 April 1923 

      

                                                       Evening Post 16 June 1923 

                                             

                                                           Evening Post 2 July 1924 

The newspaper was very well informed because on 8 July the Auckland Star reported that 

Hamilton was a passenger on the RMS Niagara for Suva Honolulu and Vancouver. He was 
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accompanied by his daughter Helen Elizabeth.54 They returned to Wellington on 2 September 

from San Francisco. 

Later in the year Hamilton was reported attending the Wellington College Annual Sports and 

also playing in a cricket match. He was captain of a team from the Wellesley Club playing a 

team from the Combined Services which was captained by the Governor General Viscount 

Jellicoe.55 

During 1925 Hamilton was one of a number of people regularly featured in newspapers as 

attending Wellington social events. These started early in the year with a reception at 

Government House.56 Later in the year the US Navy visited and there was a round of receptions 

and balls which he attended. He also was mentioned as attending two funerals and two 

weddings one of which he spoke at. In September he was re elected as a Steward of the 

Wellington Racing Club and in October the coming out party for his niece Dorothy Herbert, the 

daughter of his sister Florence who had married a fellow doctor, William Herbert.  

He took a close interest in school cricket and presented the trophy following one competition. 

                                

                                           Evening Post 14 December 1925 

Hamilton also played for the Wellesley Club in their annual cricket match against the Wanganui 

Club.57  

In March 1926 Hamilton was elected as a Vice President of the Wellington Rugby Football Club. 

However, within a month he with his wife and three daughters sailed for Europe on the Rotorua.. 

                                                             
54 Auckland Star 8 July 1924 
55

 Evening Post 19 November 1924 
56

 Evening Post 24 January 1925 
57 Evening Post 15 December 1925 
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                                                  Evening Post 24 April 1926 

While in England, The Times newspaper recorded Hamilton and his wife’s presence at three 

events, namely, the arrival of the NZ Prime Minister Mr Coates at Waterloo Station;58 a 

reception for the British Prime Minister at Lancaster House59 and as guests at Buckingham 

Palace in connection with the Imperial Conference.60 

They returned home on the orient Line ship “Ormuz” leaving on 30 November 1926 from Tilbury 

Docks. The ship sailed via Columbo and Australian ports arriving at Fremantle on 30 December 

and Sydney on 6 January 1927. The family finally arrived at Wellington on the “Maunganui” on 

17 January 1927. 

                                                             
58

 The Times 11 October 1926 
59

 The Times 26 October 1926 
60

 The Times 11 November 1926 
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        Dr HAH Gilmer 22 April 1926    Dr HAH Gilmer 1927 

During 1927 Hamilton resumed his usual sporting activities playing cricket for the Fathers 

against a Wellington College team61 and later being reelected as a Steward of Wellington 

Racing Club62. He also raced his horse Lausanne at a Masterton Racing Club meeting. He was 

elected as a Vice President of the Wellington Cricket Club and also of the Victoria University 

College Cricket Club63. 

A major event for Hamilton in 192764 was the engagement of his son Scobie in England to 

Rewa Weston the daughter of Captain T. S. & Mrs Weston of Southsea. Rewa was 21 years 

old being born in London at Kensington in the first quarter of 1906. 

On 31 January 1928 Hamilton’s mother, the former Elizabeth Hamilton, died in Wellington at 

the age of 86. Her estate was valued at 19,730 Pounds. From her Will, Hamilton received an 

equal fourth share in the form of 35 Ordinary shares and 7 Preference shares in the Bank of 

New Zealand.  

Hamilton continued to be actively involved in horseracing in the year with a new racehorse 

named Duellona which was entered in races at Trentham and Palmerston North.65 As well he 

was reelected as a Steward of the Wellington Racing Club. 

                                                             
61

 Evening Post 27 April 1927 
62

 Evening Post 16 September 1927 
63

 Evening Post  29 September 1927 
64 Evening Post 24 October 1927 
65

 Evening Post  2 November & 5 December 1928 
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In 1929 Hamilton travelled to the USA in July. He was accompanied by Mary Elsie Williams 

who was a nurse in his medical practice. This was the first sign that there were problems with 

his marriage to Helen. 

 

SS Calawaii from Honolulu to Wilmington (Long Beach) California with his nurse  Mary 

Elsie Williams  

They returned on 7 October 1929 leaving from Vancouver on the Niagara arriving in Auckland. 

 

                       New Zealand Herald 8 October 1929 

    

  Niagara Passenger List Auckland Star 7 October 1929 
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In 1930 Hamilton was again Vice President of the Wellington Cricket Club and also was 

reelected as a Steward of the Wellington Racing Club. In January he purchased a two year old 

filly at the yearling sales for 180 Guineas. The horse was named Acorn. 

 However, the main event for the year was the wedding of his son Scobie to Rewa Weston in 

London. This took place on 25 June at Christ Church, Down Street, Mayfair. Hamilton did not 

attend but his brother Samuel was in London and attended with his wife.66 

In 1931 Hamilton was involved in a dispute over his purchase of land at Hawkes Bay.  He failed 

to meet some of the covenants and was required to meet a 1500 Pounds guarantee. Hamilton 

lost the court case on a split decision and appealed. His appeal was dismissed.67.  

In his role as Prisons Medical Practitioner, Hamilton was required to attend the hanging of 

George Coats who was hanged at Mount Crawford.68 This was the first hanging since Daniel 

Cooper was executed at the Terrace Gaol in 1923 at which Hamilton also officiated.   

Hamilton was again appointed a Vice President of the Wellington Cricket Club. His interest in 

horseracing diminished a little with the retirement of his horse Duellona to stud. He was reported 

as attending two funerals. The first was a former long serving headmaster of Wellington College 

and the second that of Mrs. R. J. Seddon the wife of the former Premier Richard Seddon. 

During 1932 Hamilton was mentioned as staying at the Grand Hotel at Auckland.69 As could be 

expected he had a motor car but he was fined 5 Pounds for dangerous driving in Courtenay 

Place Wellington.70 In August, he was mentioned as being among 130 people at the military 

funeral of Lieutenant Colonel RO Chesney 71 and also as attending a function to recognize three 

members of Wellington Football Club who had been selected to represent New Zealand in the 

All Blacks team.72 

In 1933, Hamilton, as the Prisons Medical Officer, presided at another hanging namely that of 

Edward Tarrant who had been sentenced to death for the murder of a man at Picton. 

 

              Evening Post 6 March 1933 

                                                             
66

 Evening Post 30 July 1930 
67

 Evening Post 8 June, 22 September & 8 October 1931  
68

 Evening Post 17 December 1931 
69

 New Zealand Herald  12 March 1932 
70

 Evening Post 1 July 1932 
71

 Evening Post 5 August 1832 
72

 Evening Post 8 August 1932 
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Earlier in the year Hamilton was reported as attending the funerals of Mr C A Lawrence a well 

known architect and also that of Sir Alexander Gay. Sir Alexander had been a leading member 

of the legal profession for many years.73  

Hamilton maintained his sporting interests being reelected as a Vice President of Wellington 

Football Club.74 He was also reelected as a Steward of the Wellington Racing Club75 and as a 

Vice president of Wellington Cricket Club76. His brother in law Dr William Herbert, who was 

married to Hamilton’s sister Florence, was also elected as a Vice President of the Cricket Club. 

However, he died two months later. There was a very large funeral and Hamilton was named 

among the chief mourners.77 

It is of interest that in May, Hamilton’s wife was reported as attending a private exhibition of the 

New Zealand Academy of Fine Arts78, without him, and we believe that at this time they may 

have  divorced. We have been told that the divorce was “messy” and the following report 

indicates that Helen was having difficulty in receiving maintenance payments to support herself 

and her youngest daughter, Patricia. The payments had been reduced substantially from the 

levels she received in 1931. 

        

Evening Post 22 February 1934 

Two months later, on 25 April 1934, Helen died at the age of 57 years. She had carcinoma of 

the breast with the growth spreading to her lungs. She was cremated at Karori. Later in the year 

Hamilton married Mary Williams.  

                                                             
73

 Evening Post 1 May 1933 
74

 Evening Post 15 March 1933 
75

 Evening Post 19 August 1933 
76

 Evening Post 8 September 1933 
77

 Evening Post  1 November 1933 
78 Evening Post 27 May 1933 



25 
 

 

Throughout that year the newspaper mentioned Hamilton and his wife, Mary, attending the 2nd 

Field Ambulance Medical Ball79 as well as the funerals of Dr Collins80 and Mr. Vivian Riddiford 

as well that of Alfred Smith the manager of the Bank of New Zealand Wellington81. Hamilton 

represented New Zealand Breweries.  Hamilton was also reappointed as a Vice President of the 

Wellington Cricket Club.  A further report indicated that he attended a hiking party in the 

Tauherenikau Valley, north of Upper Hutt, where one of the members had been accidently shot: 

      

     Evening Post 19 November 1934   Evening Post 24 November 1934 

During 1935 the reporting of Hamilton’s activities was reduced compared with previous years. 

He was reappointed as Vice President of the Wellington Cricket Club; attended three funerals 

for Dr McEvedy and Dr Lloyd Clay as well as a Mr Leckie. He was reported as attending two 

receptions one at Parliament House and the other on the Japanese ship Asama. He also 

attended two weddings with his wife.  

An interesting advertisement was placed for the sale of furniture athis house at Lowry Bay. This 

indicated that he had sold the house. 

                                                             
79

 Evening Post 9 July 1934 
80 Evening Post 13 August 1934 
81

 Evening Post 14 August 1934 
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         Evening Post 6 November 1935 

 In 1936 there were even fewer newspaper reports. Hamilton was reported as being reelected 

as a Vice president of the Wellington Football Club82 and was reelected as a Steward of the 

Wellington Racing Club83. He also attended the funeral of Mr O S Watkins who was the founder 

of the accounting firm Watkins Hull Wheeler & Johnstone. He was also a racehorse owner and 

a member Vice President of the Wellington Racing Club.84  

Hamilton and Mary left New Zealand in December 1936 on a trip to Europe. This was reported 

as an aside in a newspaper article in March 1937. We did not locate any other reference to their 

departure in either New Zealand or Australian newspapers. 

    

    Evening Post 3 March 1937 

                                                             
82

 Evening Post 18 March 1935 
83

 Evening Post 8 September 1935 
84

 Sydney Morning Herald 28 July 1936 
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However, even in his absence Hamilton was elected as a director of brewing company J Staples 

& Co Ltd85, Vice President of the Wellington Division of the NZ Permanent Force Old Comrades 

Association86 and Vice President of the Wellington Cricket Club87. 

On 28 July 1937 Hamilton and Mary arrived in England on the MS Bloemfontein.. The ship had 

come from Capetown and stopped at Natal and Mombasa, ports on the eastern side of the 

African continent. 

 Hamilton and Mary had boarded at Mombasa Kenya so it is clear that they had visited his son 

(Huia) Richard. We know Richard had been in Kenya before 1928 because he visited England 

in 1928 arriving in London on the ship Llandoff Castle on 26 August 1928. The shipping record 

gave his occupation as Planter in Kenya and his age as 25. It is likely that Hamilton had not 

seen him since he had left home some years before.  

 Richard had married Peggy Groome and they were reported as having a son on 10 March 1938 

at Kitale, Kenya.  

 

    The Times 16 May 1938 

In 1935 Richard had made another trip from Kenya to London on the LLandoff Castle landing at 

Southampton on 29 April. It is clear that he was visiting his brother Hugh Scobie because the 

shipping record gave his address in England as Rodenbury, Hertford where Scobie lived. The 

shipping record also showed Richard’s age as 32.  

We have also identified another shipping record showing a Hugh Gilmer travelling from 

Mombasa to London in 1955. The record shows his birth date as 10 March 1938 and  he is 

clearly the son of Richard and Peggy. 

                                                             
85 Evening Post 1 February 1937 
86

 Evening Post 23 July 1937 
87

 Evening Post 3 September 1937 



28 
 

 

 

                  Shipping Record SS Kenya Castle 20 April 1955 London 

This record is very useful because it confirms the Richard and Peggy’s child’s birth date, shows 

the child’s name was Hugh, an old Gilmer family name, and that he went to school in England. It 

also gives his address in England as 73 Grant Road, Addiscombe in London. However, we have 

not found any further records about him. Given his age it is possible he is still alive. 

Hamilton and Mary had been travelling in Europe and returned to England because he was 

unwell. He underwent an operation for cancer of the oesophagus and died during the operation.  

 

Death Notice The Times 26 October 1937 
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Obituary The Times 29 October 1937 
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   Evening Post 25 October 1937 Obituary 

 

In Wellington the Evening Post advised that a memorial service would be held at St Peter’s 

Church on 26 October and later reported the details of the funeral. 

   

                              Death &Funeral Evening Post 16 November 1937 
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HAH’s Headstone Bolton Street Cemetery with HJH & Lois in Front 

Estate  

The value of Hamilton’s estate for probate purposes was 43,655 Pounds and 7 cents. He left a 

Will dated 18 June 1936 with a Codicil dated 14 November 1936. 

He appointed as Executor’s, the Guardian Trust and Executor’s Company of New Zealand Ltd 

and David William Madden. 

He bequeathed the following pecuniary legacies to: 

 his wife Mary Elsie Gilmer 3,000 Pounds 

 his son Huia Richard Hamilton Gilmer  400 Pounds 

 his daughter Helen Grant 300 Pounds  

 his daughter Patricia Hamilton Gilmer 200 Pounds 

 his son Hamilton John Herbert Gilmer 100 Pounds 

 his son Hugh Scobie Hamilton Gilmer 100 Pounds 

 his daughter Mae Gilmer 100 Pounds 
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 his sister in law Aldyth Williams 200 Pounds. The Codicil to his Will revoked this 

bequest. 

The total of the bequests excluding the last was 4,200 Pounds 

The balance of the estate was to be left: 

 Two fifths to his wife Mary Elsie Gilmer, say, 15,980 Pounds gross before Probate 

 Three fifths upon trust for all and every child of his first marriage (to Helen Kilpatrick 

Davidson) who have attained the age of 21 years, say 23,475 Pounds gross before 

Probate or about 3900 Pounds gross per child for the six children involved. 

 

Mary Elsie Gilmer 

After her husband’s death Mary moved to Christchurch where she lived until 24 July 1979. She 

was buried in the Gilmer grave at Bolton St Cemetery in Wellington. 

Mary’s Will   

Mary made the following bequests: 

$5000 to her niece Helen Hanisch daughter of her brother Benjamin Williams 

$5000 to her niece Jeanette Hannah daughter of her brother Benjamin Williams 

$5000 to her Niece Anne Aydon daughter of her late brother George Williams 

$5000 to her niece Elizabeth Pupich daughter of her late brother George Williams 

$2000 to her brother Benjamin Williams 

$2000 to her brother Howard Williams 

$2000 to her Nephew David Williams son of Howard Williams  

$2000 to Sally Aydon daughter of Anne Aydon 

$2000 to her cousin Molly Mullan 

$1000 to her cousin Annette Barry mother of her godson Frederick Barry.  

$1000 to her godson Frederick Barry 

$5000 to the National Heart Foundation of New Zealand 

$5000 to the Cancer Society of New Zealand Canterbury & Westland Division 

$2000  to the Canterbury & West Coast Branch of the New Zealand Crippled Children Society. 
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After the above bequests the residue of Mary’s  estate was to be shared equally between her 

two sisters Elizabeth Martha and Aldyth Helen Williams. 

 

Children of Hamilton Andrew Hugh Gilmer and Helen Kilpatrick Davidson 

1. Hamilton John Herbert Gilmer 

Born  21 April 1900, Birkenhead, Cheshire, England.  

Christened: 16 May 1900 at St Johns, Egremont, Cheshire, England 

Married  Lois Christine Caro on 24 June 1929 at St John's Cathedral, Napier, New 

Zealand. 

Died: 22 July 1966 at Wellington, NZ  

  Buried:  Bolton Street Memorial Park, Wellington. 

  

 Children: 

 Elizabeth Christine. Born 1938 

  

 

2. Hugh Scobie Hamilton Gilmer 

Born 1902 Cheshire England.  

Married: Rewa Mary Weston on 30 July 1930 at Christ Church, Down Street, Mayfair, 

London. 

Died: 29 May 1965, Burnett Square, Hertford, Hertfordshire, England. 

 

Children: 

Ayliffe Sally. Born 1932. Married 17 Sep 1955 at St Mary's Hertingfordbury, 

Hertfordshire England to Helm Bruce Price. (Born Louisville USA). 

Belinda. Born 6 November 1938 at Rodenbury, Hertford, Hertfordshire, England. 

Married 14 October 1961 at South Orange USA to William Redmond Martin. 

Judith Mary. Born 1940.Married 1966 at Cirencester, England to Nicholas Auriol 

Gaselee. 

Prudence Ann. Born 1944. Married  Dec Quarter 1965 at Chelsea England to Alan 

Peter Hornsby . 

 

3. Huia Richard Hamilton Gilmer  

       Born 1903 at Wellington New Zealand.  

Married : Peggy Groome 

Died: 2 July 1975 England (Not confirmed) 

 

Children: 

Hugh Born: 10 March 1938 at Kitale Kenya..  



34 
 

 

 

4. Helen Elizabeth Hamilton Gilmer 

Born:  5 February 1904 at Wellington. 

Married:  1927 to Peter Richardson Grant .Born 1903. Died: 26 August 1967. 

Died:  23 May 1987 

 

5. Dorothea May Hamilton Gilmer  

Born: 25 March 1907 at Wellington. 

Married: to John Eastwick. 

Died: 13 June 1989 

 

6. Patricia Hamilton Gilmer 

Born: 30 September 1916 

Married: 1939 to Eric Reeves. Born 11 February 1895. Died 29 October 1979. 

Died: 4 August 1977. 

 

  

 


