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DOROTHEA GILMER   &   CHARLES  WILLIAM  ZIELE 

Dorothea Gilmer was the eldest child of Hamilton and Elizabeth Gilmer. She was born at 

Greymouth on 8 January 1873. She was nine years old when the family moved to Wellington 

where she attended the Terrace school. 

As could be expected there were very few newspaper references to Dorothea. However, she 

was mentioned in 1882 as a student at Greymouth State School receiving second prize for 

General Proficiency in the Lower Class 3.1 Later in Wellington at the Juvenile Industrial 

Exhibition in 1884 she won a cookery prize for a Blancmange.2 

Dorothea met Charles William Ziele and they were married in Wellington at her parent’s home 

“Fern Glen” 102 The Terrace on 24 February 1903. 

 

                 Evening Post 25 February 1903 

                                                             
1
 Grey River Argus 24 January 1882 

2 Evening Post 5 July 1884 
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Charles William was the second child and eldest son of Charles George Ziele and Grace 

Poole Fincher. (A separate story has been written about them and the Ziele Family). 

He was born in Dunedin in 1870 and he attended the Dunedin Collegiate School. In 1876 he 

was a warded a Junior Division prize at the half yearly prize presentation.3 In later years he was 

frequently mentioned in articles relating to school sports. Charles engaged in bicycle racing. In 

the following articles indicate that in 1885 he was still at school and also comment on his 

performance: 

 

Otago Daily Times 21 September 1885  

    

      Otago Daily Times 28 September 1885                             Otago Witness 3 October 1885 

In 1886 Charles was mentioned as riding in a One Mile Cycle Race as the scratch marker.4 

Later that year Charles was rowing in a race of the Otago Rowing Club. He occupied the Bow 

position in a foursomes event.5 He continued to be involved in cycling and rowing up to 1890 

when he had an unpleasant rowing experience: 

   

The Star 15 April 1890 

By this time Charles had turned twenty and had left school and was working at the Union Bank.  

                                                             
3
 Otago Daily Times 20 December 1876 

4 Otago Daily Times15 April 1886 
5 Otago Daily Times 15 October 1886 
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Throughout the 1890’s Charles continued to be referred to in reports about Cycle Races and 

rowing competitions.  

In 1897 Charles was mentioned as being a member of B Battery NZ Artilliery and was active in 

their sporting competitions especially in shooting and cycling and also their social functions. In 

1899 he obtained the rank of Lieutenant. 

  

           Otago Daily Times 29 August 1898  Otago Witness 29 June 1899 

In September 1899 Charles entered into partnership with Alfred Tyree at Christchurch and 

moved there. In December  Charles resigned from B Battery because of his transfer to 

Christchurch.6 

 

         Press 14 September 1899 

                                                             
6
 Otago Daily Times 23 December 1899 
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Charles demonstrated on a several occasions that he was a creative and original thinker. His 

applications for Patents were accepted for:  

 Improved means of stiffening the backs of boot uppers.7 

 An improved reservoir for nibs of writing pens8 

 The Trade Mark “Master Polish”9 

On 2 August 1901 Charles sailed from Christchurch to Hobart10 on the Monowai. There he met 

his parents who arrived from London on 16 August. The next day he sailed with them on the 

Whakatane for Wellington. He was obviously concerned with his father’s health as he had been 

in hospital in England for a month. At Wellington they changed to the Elingamite which left for 

Lyttleton & Dunedin on 23 August.11 They were finally home two months after leaving London. 

Before his marriage to Dorothea, Charles made regular trips to Wellington and in 1902 made 

about six trips there. The last of these was from 26 December to 31 December.  After their 

marriage in February 1903 they went to live at Christchurch. However, Dorothea made regular 

visits to see her mother and we have identified reports of these almost every year through to 

1910. 

In October 1904 they were living at 38 Chapel Street St. Albans and later at 38 Bristol Street St. 

Albans. They spent Christmas 1904 in Wellington staying with the Gilmers at their home on The 

Terrace leaving Lyttelton on 23 December 1904 on the Rotomahana12 and returned home on 

the Maroroa on 5 January 1905. The next month Charles was empanelled on to a Grand Jury of 

the Criminal Sessions of the Supreme Court in February 1905. 

       

                                                  The Press 14 February 1905 

                                                             
7
 Evening Post 20 May 1901 

8
 Evening Post 8 April 1901 

9
 Otago Daily Times 1905 

10 Press 3 August 1901 
11

 Otago Witness 28 August 1901 
12

 The Star 23 December 1904 
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Dorothea’s mother and sister, Florence, came to visit her on 9 February 1905 and her father, 

Hamilton Gilmer, came on 14 February. They all then took the train to Dunedin leaving Charles 

to his jury duties.  

Surprisingly, Charles was again empanelled on Grand Juries of the Criminal Sessions of the 

Supreme Court in May 1906 and also November 1907. The following articles indicate the cases 

that were heard: 

       

             The Star 7 May 1906                The Star 18 November 1907 

By August 1907 the Zieles were living at 38 Bristol Street St Albans.13 They were not there for 

very long and later moved to 86 Bristol Street St Albans. 

Charles continued his work with Alfred Tyree until 1910 when he left and was given a 

presentation by the staff: 

 

          Otago Daily Times 28 May 1910 

We have not found references to Charles having other work and in 1911 he advertised their 

house as an urgent sale. The advertisement gave a good description of the rather large house 

and land. However it is apparent that the house did not sell because it was again advertised 

                                                             
13

 The Star 3 August 1907 
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eighteen months later. In the meantime Charles was identified with another patent application 

for a “boot polish tin holder. “14 

   

The Press 13 March 1911 

In 1912 Charles made a trip to Sydney on the ship Moana. He left Lyttleton on 15 August and 

was reported as returning to New Zealand on 19 September 1912. Very soon afterwards their 

house was again on the market. However, on this occasion it was to be auctioned on 31 

October. A key point in the advertisement was that Charles had purchased land in Australia. 

                                                             
14

 Wairarapa Daily Times 23 November 1911 
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The Press 28 September 1912 
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The house was sold at the auction and on 22 November Charles and Dorothea left for Sydney 

on the Maunganui.: 

 

Evening Post 22 November 1912 

Charles had purchased a 55 acre holding in the newly established Murrumbidgee Irrigation 

District. This district had been set up with the building of the Burrinjuck Dam. A series of canals 

was established but the Murrumbidgee Irrigation Trust to allow for land holders to irrigate the 

land and grow crops. Charles had bought his holding in the relatively early stages of the district. 

It was located at Yanco and the nearest town was Leeton. The area was very new and a lot of 

development of basic infrastructure was required. His own holding was unlikely to have had a 

house and would have required the piping or channeling of water from the main canals to his 

paddocks. 

            

 

A Pioneer Family at Yanco 
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On 1 May 1913 The Irrigation Record published an article about Charles’ holding: 

       

Irrigation Record 1 May 1913 

On 17 June 1913 Charles joined an Advisory Board to the Commissioner of the district 

indicating that he had probably overcome his early development issues and he now had the 

time to give to community based issues. 

 Minutes of meetings were published in the Irrigation Record. This publication also provided 

information to settlers on particular crops and irrigation methods. It also advised on areas of 

development in the district.  

Charles was an enthusiastic participant and very often was involved in developing proposals 

and bringing them back to the board. In 1914 the Board established weekly meetings rather 
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than fortnightly. The Zieles participated in their community activities including social events. At a 

Fancy Dress Ball in 1913 Charles won the best costume dressed as a Scarecrow.15 

Charles was involved in numerous development issues. The major early issues revolved around 

adequate communication and he was instrumental getting the mail and telegraph services into 

the district. He was also an agitator for the provision of railway facilities. 

In 1914 Charles was a member of the Yanco Golf Club and also on its committee. This was very 

early days as their course only officially opened on 25 April 1914 so there would have been 

plenty of work to do. He was also on the Committee of the Race Club.16 

Charles was prepared to innovate and he experimented with a mixture of well known New 

Zealand grasses and also using logs in sluice boxes. In 1914 he also attracted attention by 

organizing to take a truck load of chaff to market in Sydney. He was well rewarded as the price 

he obtained easily topped the market. 

    

        Irrigation Record 2 January 1915                Irrigation Record 14 April 1914 

 

These kinds of initiatives led him to receiving a best farm award in 1915.  

 

Irrigation Record 26 February 1915 

                                                             
15

 Irrigation Record 15 July 1913 
16

 Irrigation Record 31 March 1914. 
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Charles experimented with different crops and not all of them were necessarily appropriate for 

the soils of the district: 

   

Irrigation Record 1 November 191617 

There was also a report in June 1916 about the profitability of the holdings with Charles 

mentioned as an example. 

             

   Albury Banner & Wodonga Express 30 June 1916 

 

                                                             
17

 Please note NLA digitized copies of the Irrigation Record only cover 1913 to 1917 at tis time. 
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On 25 June 1919 Dorothea’s father died in Wellington. Given the travelling time there was no 

way she could get there for his funeral. However, on 26 July Dorothea made the trip to see her 

mother and other members of the family.  She left Sydney on 16 July 1919 on the Prinzessin 

and returned on 29 September on the Riverina. 

Hamilton Gilmer left a large estate and his Will was complex. It is not surprising, therefore, that 

in 1921 there was an action before the Court which was essentially to clarify the Will especially 

in relation to Dorothea’s interest. The outcome clearly was that Dorothea would benefit from her 

share during her lifetime. 

    

Evening Post 10 August 1921 

 

Charles continued to draw complimentary reports about his efforts to improve his farm. After ten 

years it was clear that these efforts were very successful. In June 1923 there was a further 

report of his success in growing apples. 
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    The Land (Sydney) 15 June 1923 

Also in 1923 there was some evidence that the Zeiles were visiting Sydney. In March Dorothea 

was  shown as being a guest at The Coogee Bay Hotel.18 Later in the year they were both in 

Sydney and again stayed at the same hotel. 

In 1924 they went to Sydney on four occasions in February, June, August and December. Each 

time they were shown as guests of the Coogee Bay Hotel. 

By 1927 the Zieles had moved to Sydney and were living at 29 Vaucluse Road, Vaucluse which 

was in a very nice position with stunning views of the harbour. 

 

View from 29 Vaucluse Road today assuming no Renumbering   

The Harbour Bridge was opened in 1932                               

                                                             
18 Sydney Morning Herald 4 March 1923 
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The 1927 Sands Alphabetical Directory showed Charles at Leeton and Dorothea at Vaucluse 

Road, Vaucluse. It is noticeable that the directory has a delay of about one year if there are 

changes so it is probable that they moved to Vaucluse in 1926 and may not have yet sold at 

Leeton. This has been confirmed to some extent from the Codicil to Dorothea’s Will which is 

dated 17 November 1925. This states that “in the event of my having erected a house on my 

land at Vaucluse near Sydney….” It seems the house was built in 1926. The street address was 

shown as 29 Vaucluse Road in the 1928 and later editions.   

Unfortunately, Dorothea did not have the pleasure of living in her new home for very long and 

she died at Vaucluse on 22 June 1927. The causes of her death are shown as acute 

dilatation of the heart and acute bronchitis. 

Dorothea was cremated at Rookwood Crematorium and her ashes were taken to New 

Zealand and placed in the Gilmer family grave at Bolton Street Cemetery. 

Dorothea’s Will 

Dorothea’s Will was dated 16 May 1924. The Executor’s were her husband Charles, Otto 

Dangar of Narrandera and the Permanent Trustees of New South Wales. 

Dorothea made a number of specific bequest of her jewellery, clothing and personal assets; 

  Her Diamond Pendant and diamond ring to her husband. 

 Her diamond sunburst brooch to Helen Gilmer, sister in law, wife of her brother Hamilton 

 Her diamond earrings to her sister in law May Seddon Gilmer wife of her brother Knox. 

 Her diamond star brooch to her sister Florence Elizabeth Herbert. 

 Her water colour and oil paintings to those whose names are on the back of the 

paintings. 

 Her ermine set of furs to her friend Norah Gertrude Ryan wife of Sidney Ryan of Sydney. 

 Her Sable furs and Musquash coat to her cousin Jessie Forbes Macmillan of 421 Park 

Street Brunswick East, Victoria 

 All household furniture and effects, other pictures and motor car to her husband 

Pecuniary Legacies 

 St Peter’s Church of England Leeton. 500 Pounds towards the liquidation of debt. 

 Old Soldiers Memorial Hall Leeton. 500 Pounds 

 Leeton Hospital 500 Pounds 

 Deaf Dumb & Blind Institution City Road, Sydney. 500 Pounds 

 Women’s Hospital Crown Street Sydney 100 Pounds. 

 Bessie Augensen wife of Gustav Augensen Wollstencroft  200 Pounds 

 

Legacies to nephews 

 Hamilton Gilmer, her nephew 1000 Pounds  

 Scobie McKenzie Gilmer  1000 Pounds 

 Richard Seddon Gilmer 1000 Pounds 
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Legacies to nieces 

 Helen Gilmer 

 May Dorothea 1000 Pounds 

 Patricia 1000 Pounds 

 Dorothy Herbert 1000 Pounds 

 Betty Herbert 1000 Pounds 

 Mary Gilmer 1000 Pounds 

 Jean Gilmer  1000 Pounds 

 Legacies to others 

 Kathleen Foster 16 Park Terrace Nottingham, England 100 Pounds 

 Dorothea Sims daughter of Edith Sims who worked for Dorothea at Christchurch 

50 Pounds 

 Rene Vance sister of Dr. Vance Leeton 500 Pounds 

 Mary Norah Gertrude Ryan 500 Pounds 

 Sidney Ryan 500 Pounds 

 Her cousin, Jessie Forbes Macmillan 1000 Pounds 

 Her cousin, Margaret Macmillan 500 Pounds 

 Her cousin, May Macmillan  500 Pounds 

 Barbara Hay (Aunt of Charles) 100 Pounds 

 Mrs. Gray wife of George Gray, Leeton, 100 Pounds 

The Trustees were also vested with 5000 Pounds to be distributed to Blind and Disabled 

soldiers in New South Wales. The newspaper reported that the amount could be higher. 

 

Evening Post 18 October 1928 

None of the legacies were to be used to pay debts funeral or Testmentary expenses. They were 

also not subject to any Probate, Estate or any other duties. These were all to be paid from the 

balance of the estate. 
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The Trustees were also required to invest 20,000 Pounds and pay the income from this to her 

husband Charles during his life.  After Charles death the 20,000 Pounds was to form part of her 

residuary estate.  

A further trust was to be established sufficient to pay annuities of 50 Pounds to the widow and 

three daughters of Mr L.A.Wade the former Commissioner of the Yanco Irrigation Area during 

their respective lives. 

The Trustees were to provide, in equal shares, the residuary estate to The Home for Incurables 

Ryde, The Trustees of the Blind Soldiers, New South Wales, the Deaf Dumb and Blind 

Institution, and the Royal Alexandria Hospital for Women at Paddington.  

Dorothea made some changes to her Will through a Codicil which was dated 17 November 

1925. There were three changes.  

 She revoked the bequest the bequest of 500 Pounds to Rene Vance and instead 

directed her Trustees to invest a sum of the net income of the estate sufficient to provide 

an annuity of 200 Pounds to Rene Lamb Vance during her lifetime. 

 

 Bessie Augensen to whom she was leaving Two hundred Pounds had died and she 

wanted to make a better provision for Bessie’s husband Gustav. She changed her Will 

so as to provide him with an annuity of 100 Pounds. 

 

 Dorothea also wanted to make further provision for her husband Charles. As mentioned 

earlier she stated that should she erect a house on her land at Vaucluse she gave 

Charles the right to use it as his home during his life subject to him “keeping it in repair 

to the satisfaction of the Trustees other than himself” and also paying all rates and taxes. 

She also gave him a right to purchase the property at a valuation obtained by the other 

Trustees. 

Charles married again in 1929. He married Mary Noel Chesterman. Mary was 27 years old and 

half Charles’ age. She was the daughter of Charles’ next door neighbour, Alfred Henry 

Chesterman, who lived at 27 Vaucluse Road.  

In March 1930, Charles and Mary sailed for London on the ship Orford. On their return home 

they left Vancouver on the ship Niagara on 15 October, Honolulu, Suva and Auckland arriving in 

Sydney 8 November. They were married for a very short time because Charles’ died on 30 June 

1931 at the age of 61 years. The cause of his death was a Cerebral Embolism. 

 

 

The name of the house “Whare Koa” was the same as his Christchurch house. It means “House 

of Joy” 
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. Charles left an estate valued at about 6000 Pounds.  

 

Will Index ancestry.com.au 

 His Will was dated 9 April 1929 and his Executors were his wife Mary Noel and the Permanent 

Trustees Company of New South Wales. There was also a Codicil to the Will which was dated 5 

February 1930.  

Charles’ Will expressly indicated that he was to be cremated. He left the following bequests: 

 Mary Noel 200 Pounds later revised by Codicil to 500  Pounds as well as all household 

furniture and effects and motor cars excluding his Dining Room marble clock and Album 

of New Zealand photographs. 

 His marble clock was left to his brother William Stewart Ziele and the Album of 

Photographs to his brother in law Dr William Roberts. 

 His nephews Jack Roberts and Richard Roberts 200 Pounds each revised by the Codicil 

to 100 Pounds  

 His niece Patricia Ziele (Herbert’s daughter) 250 Pounds revised to 150 Pounds by the 

Codicil 

 His sister in law Meg. Chesterman 25 pounds. 

 A C Fletcher of the Bank of New South Wales 50 Pounds. This bequest was revoked in 

the Codicil. 

After these bequests one half of the balance of the estate’s capital and income was to go to his 

wife, Mary Noel, during her lifetime or until she remarried. She also was to receive the income of 

the other half of the estate while she still lived.  After her death or remarriage the balance of the 

estate was to be shared as follows: 

One sixth to his niece Doretta Ziele Moore and one sixth to his niece Joyce Ziele Moore. (This 

was an error because Joyce Ziele Russell’s married name was Windeyer.) However, this clause 

was deleted by the Codicil. 

The other four sixths were to be shared equally by his nephews Jack Roberts, Richard Roberts 

and Patricia Roberts and if any were to die the balance was to be share by those remaining. 
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This raises an issue because we have identified the existence of a Patricia Roberts. This may 

mean we are in error but there is the possibility he is referring to Patricia Ziele (Herbert’s 

daughter) who later married Colin Hall in Sydney. 

Mary Noel Ziele 

After Charles died Mary would have been fairly wealthy. However,  only two weeks after 

Charles’ death Mary organized for an auction of all the household furniture and contents. It is 

very likely that this had all been purchased by Dorothea. It is also very likely that Mary sold the 

house. 

 

 

 

   

                                     Sale of Furniture Sydney Morning Herald 16 July 1931 
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From 1931 to 1933 Mary completed a Diploma Course in Commercial Art at Sydney Technical 

College.19 After finishing she went to England on the ship Mongolia leaving on 26 January 1934 

and arriving on 3 March.20 

Mary did not seem to give much time for sightseeing or for work because on 26 April 1934 she 

married Captain William Vivian Crapp. The marriage was reported in both The Times in London 

and The Sydney Morning Herald in Sydney. 

 

 

 

   The Times 1 May 1934 

 

                

        Sydney Morning Herald 6 June 1934 

 

Vivian Crapp was born at Hendon Middlesex on 9 April 1896. He attained the rank of Temporary 

Second Lieutenant for service in the Indian Army in 1917.21 He was promoted Second 

                                                             
19 Sydney Morning Herald 29 January 1934 
20

 Sydney Morning Herald 27 January 1934 
21 London Gazette 24 December 1917.  
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Lieutenant 0n 29 January 1918 but the promotion was to rank from 28 November 1917.22 He 

was promoted to Lieutenant on 24 August 1919 and Captain on 23 August 1923. He became a 

Major on 23 August 1936. All these posts were in the Indian Army. He was in the 3rd Battalion of 

the 17th Dogra Regiment. 

At the time of their marriage Vivian was stationed on the Eastern frontier in Bengal and they 

returned there after they were married. They established a home in the town of Comilla, Eastern 

Bengal. In 1935, Mary became pregnant and decided to come to Sydney and have her baby. 

 

Sydney Morning Herald 8 March 1935 

  

   Sydney Morning Herald 31 May 1935 

     

Sydney Morning Herald 26  August 1935 

                                                             
22 London Gazette 14 March 1919 
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Australian Women’s Weekly 14 September 1935 

Mary had a second child a few years late, another son. The news was reported in the Sydney 

Morning Herald on 29 March 1938. The birth was at Lahore in the Punjab where her husband 

was then stationed. 

On 7 December 1939 Mary returned to Sydney with her two children. She took a flat at Darling 

Point intending to stay for the duration of the war.23 

With the outbreak of the war Major Crapp tranaferred back to the British Army. He attained the 

rank of Lieutenat Colonel with a seniority date of 23 August 1944. 

We have been unable to locate any further references to Mary or her husband. We can only 

assume that Mary left Australia after the war and rejoined her husband in England. However, we 

have no evidence that supports this view or indeed that she remained in Australia. 
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 Sydney Morning Herald 7 March 1940 


