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Daniel Keane 

Daniel was the youngest child of Andrew and Bridget Keane. He was born in William Street at 

the corner of Halifax Street, Brighton on 6 April 1879. He would have been baptized at St 

Finbars at the corner of Centre Road and Point Nepean Road.  

 

Daniel’s Birth Certificate Left Hand Side 

   

Daniel’s Birth Certificate Right hand Side  

Daniel was very unfortunate to experience the loss of his mother when he was less than two 

years old. We have been told that she left the family and returned to Ireland. Bridget left her 

seven children, four of whom were ten years old or younger with Daniel being the youngest.   

Daniel’s father Andrew could not have been expected to work at his gardening job and at the 

same time manage the household.  He was fortunate that he had two older daughters, Bedelia 

and Sarah Jane both of whom could assist him. In 1880 Bedelia was aged 13 and Sarah Jane 

11. Both would have been expected to be at school. 

It is likely that Bedelia was active tending to the children in the earlier years because of her age. 

However, we have been told that Sarah Jane ultimately took up the lead role. Certainly there is 

some evidence that Sarah Jane was held in high regard by the children in later years. As an 

example, Martin later regularly provided Sarah Jane and her husband Jack Holmes with a good 

supply of flowers and vegetables from his garden at Mayfield Street, free of charge. At the same 

time he was expected to pay for his milk from the Holmes dairy.  
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As well, we are aware that Daniel regularly sent postcards from New Zealand to Sarah Jane 

and her children. 

    

    Cards from New Zealand 

Daniel went to school at Brighton State School and on 21 December 1889 the newspaper 

reported on the end of year school concert and prize giving held at Brighton Town Hall. There 

were 920 pupils on the roll and the average attendance was between 500 and 550. The school 

Inspector reported that “a high moral tone prevailed in the school.”1 Scripture lessons were 

provided to the students. 

Dan was mentioned as being in Grade Two with a General Proficiency. This grade seems to be 

well below the level we would expect today for someone of Daniel’s age. However, this was only 

the year after his father Andrew had retired and there was no mother in the household. It 

appears Daniel was late starting school. 

The more obvious place for Daniel to attend school was at St Finbar’s. The church and school 

for the Parish of St Finbar’s had opened in 1853 but in 1881 Elsternwick was established as the 

headquarters of the parish and the Catholic school was transferred to East Bentleigh. The older 

Keane children born between 1865 and 1871 probably attended St Finbars and perhaps 

Margaret Helen born in 1874. However, the school had closed before Martin and Daniel 

reached school age. 

 A school was later established in East Brighton in 1924 when it was taken over by the 

Presentation nuns.2 

                                                           
1
 The Caulfield & Elsternwick Leader 21 December 1889 

2
 A Brief Biography of St Finbar. Rev. J Ashe PP East Brighton 1948 
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There was a further reference to Daniel in the newspaper in 1901:

     

     Oakleigh Leader 5 January 1901  Caulfield & Elsternwick Leader 5 January 1901 

 

Daniel Keane3 

                                                           
3
 Royal Studio 257 Collins Street Melbourne 
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The above photograph was taken in Melbourne probably about 1908/9 before Daniel went to 

New Zealand. His father Andrew had died in 1903 and left him 300 Pounds which at the time 

was enough to buy a house. In 1908 his sister Helen also died and her estate was distributed 

equally among her siblings in late 1909. Daniel’s share from her estate was L33/6/2 and by the 

time he would have received this he was already in New Zealand.  

Daniel left a very significant trail in the New Zealand newspapers but it is a trail we would rather 

not have found. From September 1909 there were reports of court cases brought against him 

for drunkenness. These led to continuing fines and imprisonment sometimes for extensive 

periods. There is no evidence that his time in prison did anything to change him and his 

addiction to alcohol. 

In 1909 and 1910 Daniel received sentences totalling thirteen weeks in prison. In 1911 He was 

sentenced seven times. On two occasions he was using the alias, Samuel Kane. After his fifth 

offence in six months Daniel was sentenced to twelve months at Roto Roa Island for breaching 

a Prohibition Order. 

     

                   Manawatu Standard 22 November 1911 

Roto Roa Island is an island to the east of Waiheke Island in the Hauraki Gulf off the coast from 

Auckland. It covers 82 hectares (200 acres). The Salvation Army purchased it for £400 in 1908 

to expand their alcohol and drug rehabilitation facility at nearby Pakatoa Island. Men were 

treated at Home Bay at Roto Roa, while women were treated at Pakatoa. The treatment facility 

was closed in 2005.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Waiheke_Island
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hauraki_Gulf
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Salvation_Army
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Drug_rehabilitation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pakatoa_Island
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Daniel escaped from custody at Roto Roa when he had only about a month of his sentence to 

serve. The Auckland Star reported that he was found drunk in Queen Street, Auckland. With 

such a short time still to serve he was remanded in custody until he could be put on a train to 

Palmerston North which was where he lived. He celebrated his return home in his customary 

manner. 

              

                    Manawatu Standard 25 October 1912 

 

From November 1912 until October 1916 there were no newspaper reports about Daniel Keane. 

This is difficult to explain especially the two year period up to 1914. After 1914, the newspapers 

were full of reports about World War 1. They also included lists of persons volunteering and also 

of those killed and wounded. Perhaps this indicated censorship by editors of self indulgent 

behavior and preference to highlight the heroic sacrifices of the volunteers. From late 1916 

through to May 1917, Daniel received convictions for a number of thefts and drunkenness. He 

was referred to as an “old offender” and was cited as having twenty six prior convictions at the 

end of April 1917 when he was sentenced to 12 months at Roto Roa Island for a second time. 
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            Evening Post 1 May 1917 

 

After serving this sentence Daniel returned to Wellington where he started to offend again. 

 

                  

       Evening Post 14 August 1918    Dominion Post 15 August 1918 

The report in the Dominion Post on 15 August indicated the repetitious nature of Daniel’s 

offences and also that the sentence was for a month’s hard labour. None of these sentences in 

any way changed Daniel’s behavior. By October 1918 he had committed six offences in six 
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months and on 22 October after breaching a Prohibition Order he was sentenced to One 

months gaol and was warned that “the next time it will be Rotaroa.”4 This was not long in coming 

and by 9 December 1918 Daniel had breached a Prohibition Order was sent to Roto Roa Island 

for twelve months for a third time.5 

There was only one report of Daniel’s activities in 1920 but this was significant: 

    

    Evening Post 24 May 1920 

This sentence would have run through to March 1922 and in June 1922 Daniel faced two 

charges one “being an idle and disorderly person” and another of vagrancy. In respect of the 

latter charge “the Salvation Army agreed to give him a trial.”6 

A further offence in 1923 resulted in Daniel receiving a sentence of two months hard labour. 

        

    Evening Post 21 February 1923 

There was another gap in newspaper reports for four years until 1927. Daniel did not work and 

appears to have exhausted his funds. He needed to find shelter at night and he did this by 

locating vacant houses and other places and staying in them. 

 

                                                           
4
 Dominion Post 22 October 1918 

5
 Evening Post 9 December 1918 

6
 Evening Post 26 June 1922 
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         Auckland Star 16 April 1927                                          Auckland Star 23 May 1927 

 

            

         Auckland Star 15 May 1928         Auckland Star 18 June 1930 
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Daniel’s Death certificate records that he died on 12 September 1931. A Coroner’s Inquest was 

held to determine the cause of death and the finding was that Daniel died “from a fractured skull 

probably caused by an accidental fall down stairs at 4 St Paul’s Street Auckland, an unoccupied 

house.” 

 

             

Auckland Star 15 September 1931       NZ Herald 17 September 1931 

Daniel was buried in a pauper’s grave at Hillsborough. The cemetery is located on a hill with 

picturesque views over water. There is no marking or headstone to indicate the location of his 

grave. The left side photograph below shows the row in which Daniel’s grave is located. Daniel’s 

grave is at the far side of the row and in the trees. It is behind the grave shown in the right side 

photograph. As well as being well treed the land has also slipped significantly.  
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Hillsborough Cemetery, Auckland 

We cannot provide any explanation for Daniel’s behavior other than that he was significantly 

affected by the departure of his mother when he was very young. However, his older brother 

Martin was only about 20 months older never took a drink in his life.  

 

 


