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Charles George Ziele and Grace Poole Fincher 

Charles George Ziele and his wife Grace Poole were the parents of Charles William Ziele who 

in 1903 married Dorothea Gilmer, the eldest child of Hamilton Gilmer and Elizabeth Hamilton.  

Charles George Ziele was the fourth son of Henry Frederick William Ziele of Hanover, 

Germany.  An Obituary published1 after his death indicated that he was born in Germany in 

1839 and migrated to Australia in 1856 at the age of sixteen sailing on the ship “Europa” and 

landing in Victoria in November. The Obituary states that Charles worked with his uncle, 

Conrad George William Ziele (born 1834 in Germany), in a store at Creswick near Ballarat for 

three years. In fact Conrad was his older brother. Charles then took over a branch of the 

business at Redbank which is near Avoca.2  

The Obituary indicates that Charles George was attracted by the discovery of gold at Otago and 

went to New Zealand on the steamer “Ladybird” arriving at Port Chalmers on 1 January 

1861.We have not been able to confirm this arrival nor indeed identify that the Ladybird arrived 

on this date or left Melbourne to get there on that date.. However, a newspaper report in The 

Argus of 24 June 1861 cites Charles’ evidence in a court case that clearly shows that on 3 June 

1861, Charles was the manager of a store at Redbank for Lange & Thonemann. Further we can 

confirm that the “Ladybird” arrived at Port Chalmers on 1 January 1862 and we believe this is 

when Charles actually arrived In New Zealand. 

Charles started a store at Wetherstones but moved the store to Dunstan (Clyde) after gold was 

found there by Harvey and Rielly which had started a rush. He was reported as having 

unclaimed letters at Wetherstones on 5 September 18633 so it seems he had moved on to 

Clyde by then. Charles Ziele was a successful storekeeper and the newspaper reported on 

several events he was involved with. Charles was reported as bringing an injured man to 

hospital on 15 June 18644 and on 22 October 1864 was appointed to the Town Improvement 

Committee. He was re-elected to this committee in 1865. 

 

Otago Witness 22 October 1864 

                                                             
1
 Otago Daily Times 3 March 1902 

2
 Otago Daily Times 3 March 1902 

3
 Otago Daily Times 5 September 1863 

4 Otago Daily Times 15 June 1864 
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 A further event occurred in 1864 although this was reported much later.  

 

Otago Witness 24 Feb 1909 

 

Otago Daily Times 15 June 1864 

In 1866 Charles put his name forward to run for the office of Mayor but he did not receive 

support and others were preferred5. As well he stood for the local council elections and was 

                                                             
5
 Otago Daily Times 28 May 1866 
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unsuccessful.6 However, on the business front he had more success being the winning tenderer 

for providing supplies for the year to the local Hospital Committee.7 

   

Invoices  for Hanover Store Clyde 1865 & 1867 Transactions
8
 

 

 In 1868 Charles met and married Grace Poole Fincher.  Grace was the youngest of nine 

children of William Fincher and Barbara Garden. They migrated from Scotland to Australia 

with their nine children on the ship “Saxon” arriving at Port Phillip on 29 June 1849. 

The marriage of Charles and Grace was reported in the newspaper but Charles’ name was 

given as Charles Henry. This is a little perplexing because later references, and in particular his 

death notice, give his name as Charles George. It is possible that he had both the names of 

Henry and George. 

     

                  Otago Daily Times 14 January 1868 

                                                             
6
 Otago Daily Times 2 August 1866 

7 Otago Daily Times 1 December 1866 
8
 Archives New Zealand Dunedin 
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Details of the Fincher family are: 

William  born 1801, Aberdeen, Scotland. Died 9 May 1855. Buried at Melbourne 

General Cemetery. 

Barbara Garen (nee Garden) born 1802 Kemnay, Scotland. Married William on 8 April 

1826 at Nigg Kincardine  Aberdeen Scotland.  Died 5 July 1881 at Smith Street Dunedin. 

Buried at Southern Cemetery, Dunedin, NZ 

   

                 Otago Witness 9 July 1881 

Children of William and Barbara Fincher: 

1. Christina.  Born February 1827 at Newhills, Aberdeen, Scotland. Married Thomas 

Smith in 1855. They had five Smith children (four born at Sandhurst, Vic.): Elizabeth 

1855; Catherine 1856; Ellen 1857, Christina 1861 and Thomas James 1868 born 

at Kangaroo Flat, Vic. 

 

2. Helen Hill.  Born January 1828 at Newhills, Aberdeen, Scotland. Married John Rae 

in 1852 at the Presbyterian Church Melbourne. They had five  Rae children:  William 

Gladstone born 1854 Victoria, died 1925 at Brunswick, Vic. Barbara born 1855 at 

Sandhurst, Alexander born Windmill Hill, Vic. Helen born 1860 at Amer Vic. died 

1952 Hawthorn Vic. and James born 1863 at Sandhurst. Helen Hill died in 1864 at 

Sandhurst. 

 

3. William.  Born 27 April 1831 at Newhills, Aberdeen, Scotland. Married Jane Boyd  

on 30 October 1856 at Brunswick. Jane was born 24 August 1834 at Hobart, 

Tasmania. They had five Fincher children William Geardon  born 30 July 1859 at 

Happy Valley Vic. died 31 December 1939 at Wonthaggi, Vic. Jane Helen born 1861 

at Bendigo Vic. Janet Barbara born 1863 at Sandhurst. Walter Robert born 1866 

died 1951 at Fairfield Vic. Grace Poole born 1868.  William died on 16 October 1893 

at Coburg, Vic. 

 

4. James Alan. Born January 1834 at Newhills, Aberdeen, Scotland. Married Catherine 

Kennedy born c1836.in 1859.They had four Fincher children three of whom died 

young. : William John born 1860 at Happy Valley Vic. Mary Helen born 1862  at 

Sandhurst and died there in 1863. Helen Hill Barbara born 1863 at Sandhurst and 

died in 1866 James Robert born 1865 at Sandhurst and died there in 1866. 

 

5. Barbara . Born c1836 at Newhills, Aberdeen, Scotland. Married in 1854 in Victoria to 

Henry William Jones born 1841 Gloucestershire England and died 1871 in Victoria. 
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They had one Jones child William Alexander born Pentridge Vic. Barbara died in 

1920 at Geelong. 

 

6. John Cumming. Born 28 August 1838 at Old Machar, Aberdeen, Scotland.  

Married  Matilda Ellen Boulton (born Bristol, England c1834. Died 1894 Granville  

NSW) in 1866 at Sandhurst, Vic. They had four Fincher children. Louisa Frances 

born 1866 at Sandhurst died 1901 Drummoyne NSW.    Robert born 28 April 1868 at 

Castlereagh St Sydney NSW died 22 May 1950 at Rockdale NSW. Maud Ellen Born 

1871 at Kangaroo Flat Vic. John Cumming born 6 Aug 1874 Dunedin NZ died 1933 

Newtown NSW. 

 

7. Robert Forbes. Born 1841 at Old Machar, Aberdeen, Scotland. Married Louisa 

Jane Garland (Born c1846 in NZ) on 26 October 1871 Maori Hill, Dunedin NZ, 

daughter of Captain W. R. Garland of Thames. Auckland9. They had two Fincher 

children Louisa Garland  born 14 September 1872 St David St Dunedin New 

Zealand died 1949 Hawthorn Vic. Eraline Ethel born 13 February Mackay St 

Dunedin. 

 

8. Jane Cumming (also known as Jeannie) Born 14 June 1843 at Old Machar, 

Aberdeen, Scotland. Married John Hay (born c1840 in New Zealand. Died 1871 

Wellington NZ.) 23 September 1868 at St Paul’s Church Dunedin They had one Hay 

child Barbara Garen  born 1869 died 1951 Victoria.  Jane was married a second 

time on 17 March 1875 at St Paul’s Church Dunedin. She married Alfred Clulee  

and they had one Clulee child named Grace born 12 May 1876 at Mornington, 

Dunedin. Jane died in 1925. 

 

9. Grace Poole.  Born 1847 at Old Machar, Aberdeen, Scotland Married Charles 

George Ziele on 9 January 1868 at Clyde. Otago, New Zealand. Grace died at 

Bowral, New South Wales on 5 June 1932. 

Grace also participated in activities at Clyde and she was reported as being a 

member of the Clyde Choral Society. 

                                                             
9
 New Zealand Herald 7 November 1871. 
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                   Otago Daily Times  2 September 1868 

While in Clyde in 1868 Charles and Grace had their first child who was named Grace Doretta 

Barbara.  

In 1869 the Duke of Edinburgh, Prince Alfred, second son of Queen Victoria, visited Otago. On 

30 April 1869. A Citizens Ball was held in Dunedin and George & Grace were among the many 

who attended. The newspaper reported all the attendees names. There were about 350 to 400 

people present.10 The family moved from Clyde to Canongate Street, Dunedin, in 1869 and their 

attendance at the Ball appears to be the first reference to their life in Dunedin. There was a later 

newspaper reference on 17 September11 before a call for tenders in November confirmed they 

were in Dunedin.   

           

Otago Daily Times 9 November 1869            Otago Daily Times 14 January 1870 

Charles had bought the wholesale business of Pole Dodds and Cameron in Rattray Street12and 

proceeded to rebuild the premises. He advertised that he had moved in on 21 March 1870. 

                                                             
10

 Otago Witness 1 May 1869 
11

 Otago Daily Times 17 September 1869 
12

 Otago Daily Times 3March 1902 
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Otago Daily Times 24 January 1870 

In the midst of this business activity Grace and Charles were expecting the birth of a child. Their 

second child was a boy born on 22 February 1870. He was named Charles William.  

In June 1870 Charles Sr. became a naturalised New Zealand citizen.13 However, he did not 

forget his German origins and was involved significantly in a meeting with fifty other Germans to 

devise means of raising funds for the relief of German soldiers wounded in the Franco German 

War in Europe and also for the assistance of the widows and orphans of those who may be 

killed. He was elected to a committee to collect subscriptions from Germans and English 

colonists in Dunedin. Similar activities took place in other New Zealand towns.14 

Charles and Grace had a third child, a son, Robert Henry, who was born at their Maori Hill 

home on 11 April 1871.15 Clearly their home was not large enough for their growing family so 

Charles set about enlarging it. 

               

        Otago Daily Times 24 June 1871 

However, Robert did not live very long and his death was reported some nine months later: 

                                                             
13

 Otago Daily Times 28 June 1870 
14 Otago Daily Times 20 September 1870 
15

 Otago Daily Times 12 April 1871 
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                    Otago Daily Times 29 January 1872    

Charles continued his wholesale merchant activities but also had other work such as acting as 

an agent for the sale of hotels and other businesses. During 1871 he advertised the York Hotel 

for sale over a number of months and when not successful later sold it by auction. In 1873 he 

called for tenders for the sale of a Hotel and Store at the Kyeburn diggings.16   On 2 January 

1873 a daughter, Gertrude Helena, was born.  Very soon afterwards Grace advertised for a 

“Nurse Girl about 14” to help her to manage her three children, the eldest of whom was five 

years old. 

17Grace was reported as leaving Dunedin on 11 May 187418 and arriving in Melbourne on 17 May 

187419 on the ship Alhambra . There is no reference in the newspapers of a child travelling with 

her as would normally be the case. On 8 June 1874 her husband left Dunedin on the ship 

Tararua20 bound for Melbourne and arriving there on 14 June.21  They apparently had two 

weeks together before returning to New Zealand on the Albion22 on 27 June 1874. 

 

    Otago Daily Times 3 July 1874 

Grace had been pregnant during this trip to Melbourne and three months after their return she 

gave birth to another son named Henry Frederick who was born on 12 October 1874.23 

However for the second time, Charles and Grace lost a child to an early death and Henry died 

on 13 November 1875, aged 13 months. 

                                                             
16

 Otago Daily Times 6 May 1873 
17

 Otago Daily Times 7 March 1873 
18

 Otago Daily Times 11 May 1874 
19

 The Argus 18 May 1874 
20

 Otago Witness 13 June 1874 
21

 The Argus 15 June 1874 
22

 Passenger Lists Victoria Outwards to New Zealand 1852-1923 NZSG & The Argus 29 June1874 
23

 Otago Daily Times 14 October 1874 
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                                                    Otago Daily Times 15 November 1875 

 

Charles was continually in the Residents Magistrates Court seeking orders for payment from his 

debtors. He was consistently successful.  He often acted with others as a Trustee for a bankrupt 

person. As examples :  

   

           

      Otago Daily Times 15 July 1873         Otago Daily Times 21 April 1874 

 

Through the mid 1970’s Charles was engaged in a wide variety of activities in addition to 

running his own wholesale business. In early 1873 he was empanelled as a juror and 

participated as a member of the Grand Jury of the Supreme Court.24 He placed wanted 

advertisements for tradesmen in goldfields locations and later in 1874 advertised for a partner in 

a goldfields grocery and Wine merchant business.25  In January 1874 he was a member of a 

deputation on behalf of the Dunedin School Committee 26 and in 1875 he became a member of 

the Dunedin Chamber of Commerce.27 On 1 January 1876 he was involve as an agent in the 

auction sale of a freehold premises at Cromwell. 

Charles also showed interest in investing in new companies. He was shown as shareholder in 

the new Arrow River Gold Mining Company.28 He was also a provisional director of the new 

Colonial Building & Investment Company.29 

Through this period Charles also advertised for tenders for alterations to his business and also 

his house in Smith Street.30 

                                                             
24

 Otago Daily Times 23 December 1872 & 7 January 1873. 
25

 Otago Daily Times 5 January 1873, 19 December 1873 & 8 August 1874. 
26

 Otago Daily Times 29 January 1874 
27

 Otago Daily Times 1 May 1875 
28 Otago Daily Times 16 September 1873 
29 Otago Daily Times 2 March 1875 
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Otago Daily Times 25 August 1874          Otago Daily Times 30 April 1875 

Another child, Herbert, was born on 10 November 1877 

           

                                 Otago Daily Times 17 November 1877 

For the next few years Charles continued his business activities along the same lines as earlier 

but visited Auckland in 1879 and Melbourne in 1881. However, in February 1883 he advertised 

his Rattray St. business was for sale. 

 

 

Otago Daily Times 3 February 1883 

This advertisement only ran for a few days and was withdrawn. However, in July Charles 

advertised that it had been to two of his employees James Liggins and John Gibson. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                    
30 Otago Daily Times 25 Aug 1874 & 30 April 1875. 
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                Otago Daily Times 2 July 1883 

Only ten days later the newspaper reported that Charles and James Rattray bought the well 

established candle manufacturing business of McLeod Brothers.31  

       

 

               Otago Daily Times 12 July 1883 

John McLeod who had previously owned McLeod Bros was declared bankrupt. McLeod had 

continued as a Director of the company, along with James Rattray and Charles Ziele who was 

the Managing Director. He resigned from the board when he became bankrupt but Charles 

offered him a job as Manager of the works at a reasonable salary and he accepted the role. 

                                                             
31

 Otago Daily Times 12 July 1883 
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Charles also told him that he would be re-engaged after his bankruptcy was discharged and put 

into as good a position as he had been in previously.32 

 

                   Otago Daily Times  27 October 1888 

In 1889 Charles was empanelled as a member of the Grand Jury of the Supreme Court and 

participated in the trial of fifteen people on a wide range of different charges most of which were 

fairly ordinary. They included horse and cattle stealing, forgery, false pretences, indecency, 

embezzlement, robbery escaping from prison and one case of murder.33 

In 1896 Charles was appointed as a Commissioner of the Peace34 which led him into the courts 

hearing relevant cases. 

 

Otago Daily Times 26 December 1896 

In 1898 Charles stood for election to the City Council but was unsuccessful being beaten 476 to 

373 votes. 

Charles was busy with McLeod Brothers but he also took a role in industry issues especially on 

issues such as tariff protection in relation to imported candles. In 1900 he chaired a national 

conference of candle manufacturers in Wellington.35 

He was also heavily involved with the Otago Benevolent Institution an organization providing 

relief to the needy. He was a member of the board which held weekly meetings. There were 

                                                             
32

 Otago Daily Times 27 October 1885 
33

 Otago Daily Times 8 January 1889 
34

 Otago Daily Times 2 June 1896 
35

 Otago Daily Times 9 August 1900 
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many cases seeking assistance, for example in July 1900 there were 337 cases  providing relief 

to 120 men, 251 women and 633 children. Charles only resigned from the board when he went 

overseas in 1900. 

 

               Otago Daily Times 3 March 1902 

In January 1901 Charles and his wife and son Herbert, who by this stage was 24 years old, 

commenced a trip to Europe. They left Dunedin on the ship Moana for Lyttleton, Wellington and 

Sydney36. Before leaving Charles’ staff at McLeod Bros. Ltd. made him presentation:  

 

          Otago Daily Times 4 January 1901 

They reached Sydney on 9 January37 and were reported as passengers for Bremen on the 

North German Lloyd Mail steamer Grosser Kurfurst38sailing on 15 January. There were reports 

that they would be away for both six and twelve months.  

                                                             
36

 Evening Post 4 January 1901 
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  Grosser Kurfurst 

However, Charles became ill, had an operation in London and in all spent a month in hospital.  

The Charles and Grace left England from London’s Royal Albert Dock’s on 25 June on the New 

Zealand Shipping Company’s ship the Whakatane along with 9 other saloon passengers and 50 

third class passengers. Herbert did not return with them because he went to Philidephia in the 

USA to undertake further dentistry study. They had fine weather to Teneriffe which they reached 

on 2 July and left the same day.39 They crossed the Equator on 10 July and after that had had 

high gales and head seas continuously to Cape Town which they reached on 22 July four days 

behind schedule. After seven hours they left for Hobart and experienced severe north westerly 

weather half way across the Southern Ocean. This greatly impeded their progress. 

The passengers organized concerts and sports which enlivened what would otherwise have 

been a tedious voyage. They arrived at Hobart on 16 August several days late. They were met 

there by their son Charles William who had sailed from Christchurch on the Monowai on 2 

August.40 He sailed with them on the Whakatane for Wellington on 17 August after the ship had 

loaded 300 tons of coal for its own use. At Wellington they changed to the Elingamite which left 

for Lyttleton & Dunedin on 23 August.41 They were finally home on 25 August, two months after 

leaving London. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                    
37

 Sydney Morning Herald 10 January 1901 
38

 Sydney Morning Herald 15 January 1901. 
39

 Launceston Examiner 19 August 1901 
40 Press 3 August 1901 
41

 Otago Witness 28 August 1901 
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 Otago Witness 22 February 1902 

  

Otago Daily Times 3 March 1902                                Otago Daily Times  3 March 1902 

 

With Charles death the executors, Grace and the Trustees and Executors Agency placed the  

house on the market. It was described as:  

   

Otago Daily Times 18 April 1902 

The property did not sell at auction and was then advertised by the Executors “To Let” 
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Charles was buried in the Ziele grave at the Southern Cemetery, Dundedin. 

 

  Ziele Grave Block 21 Plot 7 Southern Cemetery, Dunedin. 

Burials in Ziele Grave Dunedin: 

Robert Henry Ziele (Son)  27 January 1872. Age 9 Months. 

John Cumming Fincher (Brother of Grace) 15 October 1874. Age 36 years. 

Henry Frederick Ziele (Son) 13 November 1875.Age 3 years. 

Barbara Fincher (Mother of Grace) 5 July 1881. Age 78 years. 

Charles George Ziele 3 March 1902. Age 63 years. 

Grace Doretta Barbara Roberts (Daughter)  Ashes Burial 4 February 1952. Age 

84 years. 

Charles Richard Stewart Roberts (Grandson)  Ashes Burial 23 October 1973. 

Age 84 years. 

John (Jack) DebnamStewart  (Roberts) 4 January 1980. Age 88 years. 
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Charles George Will 

Grace was named an executor of Charles Will together with the Trustee’s Executor and Agency 

Company. However, a note in the Probate File indicates that Grace left the Colony very soon 

after Charles’ death and management of the process was carried out by the Company. 

Charles’ Will was dated 12 January 1900 and there was also a Codicil dated 14 January 1902. 

Because Grace left for Australia shortly after Charles the Estate was managed and conducted 

by William Simpson of the Trustees Executors and Agency Company. A newpaper report 

showed the value of his estate. 

 

           Taranaki Herald  5 June 1902 

A statement was prepared of the assets and liabilities of the Estate.  This was dated 20 June 

1904 indicated that Charles had the following assets: 

Shares  

 50 Shares in McLeod Bros Ltd. And 905 shares in five other industrial companies. 

 A total of 1744 shares in fourteen mining and/or prospecting companies 

 He also had Debentures in 4 mining companies valued at 200 Pounds. 

Other Assets 

 Cash  119 Pounds One Shilling and One Pence 

 Furniture and effects  490 Pounds 10 Shillings 

 Insurance 3395 Pounds 4 Shillings less Loans 1008 Pounds 4 Shillings and 7 Pence. 

Debts Due to Charles 

 The debts totaled 4699 Pounds 12 Shillings and 9 Pence. Of these 4000 pounds was 

owed by his son Charles William. In addition he owed 300 Pounds 4 Shillings and 4 

Pence in Interest. 

Charges on the Estate 

 Debt for alterations to his Rattray St Property  114 Pounds 14 Shillings 

 Debts owed to his sons: Charles,  218 Pounds Seventeen Shillings and 11 Pence. 

Herbert, 181 Pounds 13 Shillings and 6 Pence. Stewart 170 Pounds 15 Shillings and 8 

Pence. 

 Debt to his wife Grace  32 Pounds 4 Shillings. 
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 Debt to McLeod Bros 72 Pounds 12 Shillings and 4 Pence 

 Other debts totaling 35 Pounds 12 Shilling and 10 Pence. 

 

Legacies 

The following Legacies were paid from the estate: 

 Grace Poole 200 Pounds and Furniture and effects 

 Mrs. Mary Ziele   wife of his brother Conrad at Creswick Vic. 100 Pounds 

 Mrs. Barbara Hay 50 Pounds  

 Doris  Spregschender 100 Pounds. Doris was Charles sister who lived at Osterath, 

Germany. 

 

 

      Otago Witness 12 March 1902 Charles George Ziele 
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Grace left New Zealand very soon after Charles’ death. At that time she had two children living 

there. Her youngest son Stewart was there as her daughter Gertrude Helena had had married 

Harry Ambrose Russell in Dunedin in 1895. They were living in Sydney with two daughters  

Her son William Stewart, a dental surgeon, who never married also lived in Sydney but had a 

residence Mahura at Park Road, Bowral as well. Grace’s other son Herbert later also came to 

Sydney but this was in 1936 after her death. 

On 25 August 1902, Grace and Stewart were shown as passengers on the ship Ventura42 which 

sailed for Auckland, Honolulu and San Francisco. The ship left Auckland on 29 August with both 

Grace and Stewart travelling on to the United States43. Grace returned to Australia on the RMS 

China which arrived in Sydney from London on 23 July 1903. 

 

Overseas with Stewart 1913 Other trips eg back to NZ 

  

        Sydney Morning Herald 7 June 1932 

Grace was buried at South Head Cemetery, Vaucluse where her son Charles was also buried. 

Grace’s Will 

Grace left an estate valued at 124 Pounds 2 Shillings. This was to be divided equally between 

her five children. Because Charles William had predeceased her, dying in 1931, and having no 

children the estate would have been shared in four equal portions between the remaining 

children. 

                                                             
42

 Sydney Morning Herald 25 August 1902 
43 Auckland Star 29 August 1902 


