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ANDREW BLAYNEY HAMILTON 1890 to 1972 

Andrew Blayney Hamilton was the eldest of the three boys (and one daughter, Alice) of John 

Knox Hamilton and Alice Julia Brooks. He was born in Wellington on 18 December 1890 at the 

New Zealander Hotel, Manners Street. He was known to family and friends as “Andy”. 

Andy lived with his parents initially at the New Zealander Hotel which was owned by his father.  

John Knox retired from the hotel in December 1900 and they moved into a new home at 

Oriental Bay, “Blayneybank”, when it was completed in 1901. However, his father developed 

stomach cancer and died on 26 October 1902, a month before his 53rd birthday. His wife, Alice 

Julia, was left with four children, Andy being close to 12 years old, his two younger brothers 

William, 10, and John Brooks, 9, with Andy’s sister Alice about 16. 

School 

Andy attended school at Wellington Boys’ College. When he was 12 years old in 1902, Andy 

was awarded a Preparatory Pass in the Trinity College London practical music examinations1. 

His teacher was Mr John McGlashan who advertised as a Violin teacher: 

 

 Evening Post 1 January 1903 

We have not located any further exam results and we presume that Andy did not continue  

these studies. 

Andy went to Wellington Technical College to study with a view to ultimately being an Architect. 

In 1909 he was awarded a Certificate for Building Construction Elementary2 and in 1910 he won 

the Industrial Association Scholarship for Building Construction Advanced3. 

                                                           
1
 Evening Post 10 October 1902 
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In June/July 1911 Andy sat for the South Kensington (London) Science and Art Examinations 

conducted by the New Zealand Department of Education in the subject of Building Construction 

and Drawing and obtained a First Class pass.4 

When Andy completed his studies and he went to work for Mr W C Chatfield an esteemed 

Wellington Architect. Chatfield had been the architect for Sam Gilmer in the rebuilding of the 

Royal Oak Hotel. He had also been used by John Hamilton for plans and specifications for his 

cottage at 30 Marion Street in 1895 and his investment property at 28 Marion Street in 1897. 

Later he was also used by Hamilton Gilmer. 

Europe 

In 1913 there was a newspaper report that Andrew had gone to Europe to study: 

 

   Evening Post 15 July 1913 

 

           Evening Post 1 September 1913 

The trip to Europe offered a very good opportunity to study but it also provided the opportunity 

to travel and importantly to visit his Irish relations. However, we are unsure whether he met 

them on this trip in 1913. 

                                                                                                                                                                                           
2 Evening Post  7 December 1909 
3 Evening Post 8 December 1910 
4 Evening Post 20 February 1912 
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Annie, Ellen, Andrew, William, Ellen (mother) & Willy Jr. (1915) 

 

 

Andy and William 
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Andy’s studies were impacted by the war in Europe as indicated in the article below. In 1914 his 

school closed and he had to attend another. There was also a shortage of teachers. However, 

he was fortunate to win a scholarship and 40 Pounds which was quite a handsome sum in those 

days. 

 

Evening Post 29 October 1914 

The director of the Wellington Technical College (Mr. W S Latrobe) in his Annual Report 

highlighted Andy’s success in winning the Jarvis Scholarship.  

     

 Evening Post 14 December 1914 

We know that in 1915 Andy visited the Hamilton farm at Annalittin just outside Castleblayney 

because a number of photographs of Andy and his Irish uncle,aunt and cousins record the 
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event. The photographs demonstrate a very strong resemblance between the two Andy 

Hamilton cousins. They also clearly reflect the times, not just in the living conditions on the 

Annalittin farm but also the appearance of his cousin, Andrew, in military uniform. While Andy’s 

presence in England had given him a closer appreciation of circumstances with the war in 

Europe, he was removed from the pressures to volunteer for service and he would have felt at 

home. However, with his cousin in uniform he must have felt some pressure to be involved and 

as the report above indicates he was thinking about it. 

   

Evening Post 16 February 1916 

Andy passed his exams at the end of 1915 but he did not immediately return home. We do not 

know the reason for this; whether he did more study beyond the planned two years or whether 

he travelled. We do know that he made two attempts to enlist in the army in London during 1916 

and was rejected on both occasions. He was judged as “not strong enough”. However, he was 

not totally rejected as he was seen to be fit and the doctor advised him to try the Ambulance 

Corps.5  

Return to NZ and the Army 

He left for New Zealand on the ship Remuera which sailed from Plymouth for Auckland on 1 

March 1917. We expect the trip would have taken about 6 to 8 weeks so he would have been 

home by early May.  

Three weeks after his return, Andy had obtained a job in his chosen field of architecture and 

was working with the firm of Penty & Lawrence. However, on 26 May 1917 he volunteered for 

the 34th Reinforcements draft. At the time he was living with his mother at “Ennismore”   53 

Boulcott Street, Wellington. His attestation form showed that he had previously served for one 

year in C Company of the 5th Regiment.  

Andy was posted to B Company, 33rd Reinforcements as a Private on 19 September 1917 at 

Trentham Army camp and on 31 October he transferred to the 37th Reinforcements and was 

appointed as a Corporal. On 26 June 1918 he was promoted to Sergeant and transferred to C 

                                                           
5
 Service Record 
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company 44th Reinforcements and on 24 September he had a further transfer to the 45th 

Reinforcements. 

We have been able to follow these movements through newspaper reports on activities at 

Trentham Camp. These provide further information of the work he was engaged in. 

         

          Evening Post 2 November 1917 

Andy retained the rank of Corporal and undertook training to be an instructor at the camp in 

“physical and bayonet training” and he very soon obtained a temporary appointment as a 

Sergeant. 

     

             Evening Post 22 June 1918 

    

              Evening Post 29 June 1918 
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         Trentham Camp Bantam Weight Boxing Trophy 

            April 1912  

 

Business 

With hostilities drawing to a close in late 1918, servicemen were quickly demobilized and 

discharged from the armed forces. Andy was demobilized on 24 November 1918 but he was not 

discharged from the army at that time. Instead he received a “Certificate of Leave in lieu of 

Discharge” and was to continue as a member of the army but granted leave of absence without 

pay. 

Because Andy had obtained a job with Penty & Lawrence prior to enlisting he immediately 

returned to it. However, in less than twelve months, advertisements for the firm indicated that 

Andy had joined the partnership. 

       

Evening Post 30 October 1919 
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This parnership was in business for only six months when it merged with another firm to 

become Swan, Lawrence, Swan & Hamilton.              

 

   Evening Post 7 April 1920 

This partnership operated for about 18 months before it was dissolved with  Andy departing. 

The business had a regular flow of work with requests for tenders on significant projects being 

advertised at about two a month. 

       

         Evening Post 2 November 1922  
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Andy set up his own practice and operated his own business. In 1926 he was at 8 Woodward St 

and from 1929 to 1934 in Grey St initially at number 11 and from 1932 at number 21. 

Throughout this period he advertised two or three times a year for builders for homes and other 

projects for which he had done the drawings and specifications.  Given this was through the 

depression the conclusion is that he was doing reasonably well. 

 

      Andy’s Shingle 

One of these tenders was for his cousin Drew Hamilton for his new home at Lower Hutt. This 

was quite a substantial home as shown in the advertisement for its later sale. 

             

    Evening Post 17 November 1937 
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Marriage and Family 

On 12 April 1927, at the age of 35, Andy married Doris Katherine Rennie, aged 31 years at St 

Andrew’s Church, Wellington. Doris had been born at Dunedin 15 June 1895. She was the 

daughter of John Rennie (1859-1943) and Caroline Edith Letham (1867-1961).John was an 

accountant with Dalgetys.  He died in Wellington on 5 July 1943 leaving an estate valued for 

probate purposes at 4225 Pounds. While John was born in Williamstown, Victoria, his wife was 

born at Port Chalmers. 

 John and Caroline had married in 1892 and Doris was their eldest child. Doris had four siblings: 

Ngaio Edith Born 31 December 1897. Married Charles George Murray in 1926. They had no 

children. Died 1965. 

 

Mona Wye Born 1900. Died 1903 at the age of 2 years. 

 

Isa Howard  Born 1903. Died 1910 at the age of 7 years. (*) 

 

Ena Thomson Born 1903. Married Bertram Raphael Wakelin. (*) 

 

(*) Identical twins. 

 

From 1902 to at least 1905 the Rennies lived at 328 George St., Dunedin and Doris and Ngaio 

attended the George St., school.  

  

John Rennie was the second child of James Rennie, born 28 July 1826 at Aberdeen Scotland, 

and Catherine McMenamey, born 11 February 1835 at Neilson, Scotland. They were married 

on 24 April 1857 at Williamstown, Victoria. They had three children in Australia at Williamstown: 

 

Helen  born 28 Feb 1858. Married  24 June 1879 to John Watson. Died 1 May 1940 at Port 

Chalmers. 

 

John born 16 June 1859. Married 1892 to Caroline Edith Letham. Died 5 July 1943, 

Wellington, and buried at Karori Cemetery. John was an accountant and they lived at 12 

Glasgow St., Kelburn. 

 

James Alexander  born 23 February 1861. Married  Jessie Ferrier  Menzies. Died 1925. 

 

James and Catherine  had a further three children in New Zealand all born at Port Chalmers. 

Sadly, James died on 3 February 1867 a little over three months before the last child was born. 

 

 
      Otago Daily Times  5 February 1867 
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The children were: 

 

William Cornelius  born  6 March 1864.  Died 6 March 1865 of Pneumonia. 

 

Susannah  born 20 October 1865. Died 25 June 1898 at Melbourne, Victoria. 

 

William Hay  born 19 May 1867. He died on 3 October 1906 at Papakato after being shot by an 

intruder. The name Hay was the surname of his grandmother Jane Hay who married his 

grandfather John Rennie 16 October 1819 at Old Machar, Aberdeen, Scotland. 

 

There was a report of the wedding of Andy and Doris in the Evening Post 18 April, 1927: 

 

 

Evening Post 18 April 1927 
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           Doris Katherine Hamilton 

 

 

Andrew and Doris had two children: 

 

Gavin Andrew  born 12 January 1928 at Willis St Hospital. Married Mary Avis White in 1953.      

Died 21 August 1994. They had three children: 

 Maxwell Andrew Frederick  born 8 May1954. Married Kaye Dennison on 8 

January 2000. 

 Guy John born 28 September 1956. Married Wendy May Hunt 1979. They have 

four children Stacey, Jason, Warwick and Bryce. 

 Nigel Blayney born 27 August 1959. Married Jan Mary Burne 1983.They have 

three children Jessica, Nicholas and Emma. 

 

Ian Rennie  born 1 May 1933 

The family lived at 67 Messines Road Karori, in a house called “Te Parae”  which Andy 

designed and had built in 1926/27, for the then princely sum of NZ Pounds  
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      Gavin & Ian 

Other Interests 

Andy had an interest in music and a large collection of operatic records quite a number of which 

he had obtained in London. He acquired an “Imhof “ two-deck Rosewood gramophone on which 

he played his size 78 records. He played (somewhat badly) the violin. 

Andy played bowls and was a member of Karori Bowling Club. He also was President of the 

Club. 

He had a long interest in philately and was a member, and later Life Member (1964), of the 

Royal Philatelic Society of New Zealand. His philatelic specialty was early New Zealand stamps 

and, in particular, “Chalon Heads”. His collection was recognized to be of top world standard. 

During the Second World War, Andy served for several years with the Home Guard at Karori, 

Wellington. The Karori unit was part of the Makara Battalion . On 1 August 1941 Andy was 

appointed as a Lieutenant6. In January 1944 he was posted to the Reserve of Officers. 

Andy was a member of the Wellington Savage Club. The newspaper reported on one of the 

Club’s activities on which he participated: 

                                                           
6
 New Zealand Gazette 18 December 1941 



14 
 

        

Evening Post 5 August 1933 

In 1924 he joined the Wellesley Club, later becoming a Life Member.  

Andy died on 22 November 1972 at Wellington. He suffered from Paget’s Disease for several 

years. His remains were interred in the Hamilton family plot at Karori Cemetery.    

Andrew’s Will 

Andy left a Will with two Codicils. The essential elements of the Will were:  

 Sufficient of his assets were to be sold to cover Funeral and Testamentary expenses. 

 The executors possessed of the residue which was divided into two equal shares.  

 

The first share was to pay the net annual income to his son Ian Rennie during his 

lifetime and after his death both the capital and income was to be paid to his children. 

 

The second share was to pay the net annual income to his son Gavin during his lifetime 

and after his death both the capital and income was to be paid to his children on the 

attainment of age 21. 

The  first Codicil dated 8 July revoked the appointment of the original executors and appointed 

instead his sons Gavin and Ian along with Peter Young, Solicitor. 

The second Codicil concerned an amount of $13,000 which Andy had previously lent to Gavin. 

The Codicil released and forgave Gavin of “the said sum or such lesser amount as may remain 

owing at the time of my death together with all interest if any owing at the date of my death.” 
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He also added “ to give and bequeath to Ian Rennie a cash legacy equivalent to the amount 

owing by my said son “. (Gavin).  

 

 

 

     Andrew Blayney Hamilton c1962 

(known to family and friends as “Andy”) 


